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Alvin Sherman Library opens new collaborative study room
By: Jazmyn Brown
   
 The Alvin Sherman Library opened 
its 2,500-square-foot Circle of Friends 
Collaborative Study Room on Oct. 22 to provide 
students with a space that facilitates group work.
 The room, number 3078 on the third floor, 
is specifically designed for collaboration with 
ottomans, rolling desk chairs, desks of various 
sizes, banquets, -- which are similar to small 
restaurant booths, and tools such as three large 
screen monitors and white boards. There is also 
a print station in the room, courtesy of the Office 
of Innovation and Information Technology. 
 Lydia Acosta, vice president for 
Information Services and university librarian, 
explained that the 23 study rooms that are 
currently available are open to thousands of 
students, but there wasn’t a special place for 
collaborative study, in which students work in 
groups to achieve a common goal. She noted 
that more and more professors are assigning 
group projects. 
 “You see today that learning and studying 
has become a much more social activity than it 
was once before, which was on the quiet side, 
and some people really need that quiet study 
space, but we wanted to have a space where 
students could collaborate, where they could 
work on problems together,” said Acosta.
The furnishings in the room are for groups 
of people, and groups can consist of two, four, six 
or more people, said Acosta. A lot of the furniture 
is on wheels so that different configurations can 
be made. There are enough seats for 70 to 75 
people, depending on the configuration. 
 Three tables are connected to the wall 
because they’re wired. They have outlets that 
students can use to plug in their electronic 
devices, such as laptops and tablets. Although 
not all of the furniture is wheeled, most of the 
furniture is still easily moved. 
“We bought furniture that lent itself to 
being comfortable and casual in a place that 
you’d want to come to and work with friends 
and fellow students,” said Acosta. 
 There are also three large screen monitors. 
One is located in the main room, and the others 
are within the separate study room, Room 3079, 
which must be reserved. This room is for groups 
of up to six people, and it can be reserved in the 
same manner that the library’s other rooms are 
reserved – either at the front desk of the library 
or on the library’s room reservation webpage. 
Max Gallner, freshman computer science 
major, said he looks forward to using the room 
for collaborative projects. 
“I think it’s a great idea. It really encourages 
the collaborative nature that we, as students, 
seem to be studying in these days. If you’re 
working on a project, I like that you can plug 
your computer in the TV screens and your entire 
group can see what you’re doing. I don’t want 
to say that I can’t wait for a project, but when 
it comes, I’ll be excited to try it,” said Gallner. 
Acosta said the library always looks to get 
feedback from students to find out what their 
needs are and how to improve its services. She 
said study room space is always high-priority. 
“Every time we do a survey of students, 
the number-one thing is ‘We need more places to 
study,’” she said. “Students requested study space, 
but the idea was my own.”
Acosta said it’s often very difficult to 
remodel a library. The collaborative study room 
was in a space that used to be used for technical 
services, but once the technical services staff 
relocated, the room was reengineered, producing 
a group study room. 
Acosta said, “I walked in there, and I looked 
around and said, ‘This is it; this is a good and 
pleasant space for students to work in groups and 
be able to talk.’”
The room was funded by the Circle of 
Friends organization, which is committed to 
helping the library make improvements for the 
local community. Each year, the organization 
funds a project, and this year’s project was the 
collaborative study room. 
 Acosta said because the Circle of Friends 
supported this, the Alvin Sherman Library held a 
reception and dedication of the Circle of Friends 
Collaborative Study Room on Oct. 21. 
Brad Williams, vice president of Student 
Affairs and dean of the College of Undergraduate 
Studies, attended the celebration and said he 
looks forward to students’ responses once they 
experience the room. 
“If you hear what I hear, students are always 
looking for study space. This isn’t just a study 
space. This is so state of the art. It’s amazing. I 
can’t wait to see the response from students when 
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The Alvin Sherman Library opened the Circle of Friends Collaborative Study Room to help facilitate students working in groups. 
Glow in the SharkBy: Chantel Grant
The NSU Student Events and Activities 
(SEA) Board will host their annual Glow in the 
Shark party on Oct. 29 from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m. in 
Flight Deck’s backyard.
Ashley Tomlinson, sophomore psychology 
major and entertainment chair of SEA Board, is 
spearheading the event and said her goal for the 
event is for NSU students to come together and 
celebrate Halloween as a student body.
“The Glow in the Shark party is NSU’s 
version of a Halloween party; it’s for students 
who want to come out and have fun,” she said. 
“A lot of students live on campus, so having a 
Halloween party here will be easier for them.” 
There is no dress code, but students should 
wear costumes or white clothes to reflect 
black lights so that they can glow in the dark. 
Decorations will embrace the spirit of the 
holiday, and some of which will glow in the 
dark. 
“The Glow in the Shark party is not a 
Halloween haunted house, but it should have a 
Halloween vibe, so there will be eyes staring at 
students in the bushes and scary skeletons, but 
nothing extreme,” said Tomlinson.
Tomlinson said that this year’s event will 
differ from any other Glow in the Shark party 
because the DJ from Radio X will play as much 
Dancehall and Soca music — Caribbean genres 
of music — as possible. This will differ from the 
party’s traditional hip-hop and pop music. 
Tomlinson said that the difference in music 
will promote dancing among the students, 
and bring elements of the Caribbean to the 
Halloween-themed party.
“I don’t want this party to be labeled a 
‘dance’ party, but we want people to dance as 
much as possible,” she said. “With Dancehall 
and Soca music, that’s what happens — it makes 
you want to dance.” 
Tomlinson is focused on making this the 
best Glow in the Shark party thus far and said 
she hopes to expand and improve the party even 
more. “I don’t want people just standing around; 
I want them to dance and the party to be full of 
energy,” said Tomlinson. “If the change in music 
works out in our favor, and the party is a huge 
success, then next year, we’ll build on that. But 
for right now, the focus is on this year’s party.”
The Glow in the Shark party is free for 
NSU students. Shark Cards are required to enter. 
Free food and candy will be provided. 
“Even if you’re not a huge fan of 
Halloween, and you don’t live on campus, you 
can come out to party with your friends,” said 
Tomlinson
For more information, contact Tomlinson 
at at1072@nova.edu or Yabsera Demissie at 
yd190@nova.edu. 
Happy Halloween
Download the current newspaper’s app to stay 
updated while on the go!
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Stay up to date with international events. 
NEWS      ANCHOR
Migrants allegedly torch tents in Slovenia
Migrants in Slovenia reportedly set fire to 
tents in a transit camp in Slovenia as a response 
to the poor treatment they’ve received. Witnesses 
reported that the migrants torched the tents as part 
of protest of the slow process of registration and 
movement to the Austrian border, as well as the 
lack of food, water and blankets. 
 
Canada likely to legalize recreational 
marijuana
Prime minister-delegate Justin Trudeau, 
leader of the Liberal Party of Canada, won by 
majority in the Oct. 19 parliamentary election, and, 
as a result, there is widespread belief that under 
the new administration, pot legalization is very 
likely. Trudeau promised in a September interview 
that legalization would come shortly after he 
enters office, which will be in November. There 
is a Liberal Party majority in the lower house of 
parliament, guaranteeing passage of forthcoming 
legislation allowing the use of recreational 
marijuana. Analysts said that the legislation has 
a chance of being shot down in Canada’s Senate, 
which has a Conservative majority, but it usually 
does not obstruct legislation. 
 
One person killed in U.S. fighter jet crash in 
England
U.S. and British officials said the pilot of 
a U.S. Marine Corps aircraft was killed after the 
plane crashed in eastern England. The plane was an 
F-18-C Hornet in Marine Attack Fighter Squadron 
232 and one of six aircrafts flying from Bahrain to 
Miramar. No one else was injured. 
 
Two Chinese diplomats, one injured, in Cebu 
restaurant shooting
A woman employed at the Chinese consulate 
and her husband were arrested after the deputy 
consul and the finance officer for the consulate were 
shot and killed in a private room in a restaurant on 
the island of Cebu in the Philippines, according to 
police and restaurant owner Stephen John Patero. 
The consul general, Song Ronghua, was shot in the 
neck but was stabilized. Sun Shen, deputy consul, was 
also shot in the neck, and Li Hui, finance officer, was 
shot in the head. Police reported that a handgun was 
confiscated at the scene. 
 
Children burnt alive in caste violence, inciting 
Indian protest
Indian demonstrators blocked a highway to 
protest the deaths of two children, who were killed 
in an arson attack. The children, a toddler and a nine-
month-old infant, died when arsonists set fire to their 
home in Faridabad in northern India near the capital, 
New Delhi. The parents of the children were injured, 
the mother reportedly critically injured. Three people 
were arrested, and security has been tightened due to 
the protests. The protestors called for the punishment 
of those responsible. The incident is part of a feud 
between the Dalit caste, formerly known as the 
“untouchables,” and the Rajput caste, which is higher 
up, despite laws forbidding caste discrimination. 
Cuba announces shark protection plan
After two years of working with the 
Environmental Defense Fund, a U.S. environment 
group, Cuba will launch a long-term shark protection 
plan as part of the joint effort between the U.S. and 
Cuba to protect the Gulf of Mexico and Florida Straits. 
Cuba commits to recording sharks caught by fishing 
vessels and will also set stricter rules for shark fishing 
and the protection of nurseries.  
Uber driver convicted for rape in India 
A court official said Shiv Kumar Yadav was 
convicted of raping a 26-year-old female passenger in 
his taxi in New Delhi last December. Public prosecutor 
Atul Srivastava said Yadav was also convicted of 
criminal intimidation, kidnapping and endangering 
the victim’s life. Following the December incident, 
there were protests against sexual violence and for 
women’s safety. The government also banned app-
based taxi services. Uber’s license to practice in India 
was revoked but was restored last July. 
Darren Hendricks Writer nsunews@nova.edu
Writer nsunews@nova.eduApril Coan
CREATED TO SERVE. 
BUILT TO PERFORM.
TIAA-CREF: Lipper’s Best Overall Large Fund Company 1 
three years in a row. For the fi rst time ever. How? 
Our disciplined investment strategy aims to produce 
competitive risk-adjusted returns that create long-term 
value for you. Just what you’d expect from a company 
that’s created to serve and built to perform.
Learn more about our unprecedented, award-winning 
performance at TIAA.org/Perform
The Lipper Awards are based on a review of 36 companies’ 2012 
and 48 companies’ 2013 and 2014 risk-adjusted performance.
1
LIKE A BROKEN RECORD.
OUR FUNDS 
HAVE A RECORD 1The Lipper Award is given to the group with the lowest average decile ranking of three years’ Consistent Return for 
eligible funds over the three-year period
ended 11/30/12, 11/30/13, and 
11/30/14 respectively. TIAA-CREF was 
ranked among 36 fund companies in 
2012 and 48 fund companies in 2013 
and 2014 with at least fi ve equity, fi ve 
bond, or three mixed-asset portfolios. 
Past performance does not guarantee 
future results. For current performance 
and rankings, please visit the Research 
and Performance section on tiaa-cref.org. 
TIAA-CREF Individual & Institutional 
Services, LLC, Teachers Personal 
Investors Services, Inc., and Nuveen 
Securities, LLC, members FINRA and 
SIPC, distribute securities products. 
©2015 Teachers Insurance and Annuity 
Association of America–College 
Retirement Equities Fund (TIAA-CREF), 
730 Third Avenue, New York, NY 10017. 
C24849B
Consider investment objectives,
risks, charges and expenses 
carefully before investing. Go to
tiaa-cref.org for product and 
fund prospectuses that contain 
this and other information. 
Read carefully before investing. 
TIAA-CREF funds are subject to 
market and other risk factors.
5021A0058 C24849B Fall B2C Print BROKEN RECORD_10x7_nwsprnt_2.indd
Cyan Magenta Yellow Black
75004
Roddia Paul Features Editor thecurrentfeatures@nova.edu
October 27, 2015 | nsucurrent.nova.edu 3News
Sing for literacyBy: Li Cohen
      @Current_Yakira
As part of a national service week to 
raise money for children’s literacy, Alpha Phi 
Omega service fraternity will host Shark Sync, 
a lip syncing competition, on Nov. 5 at 7 p.m. 
in the Don Taft University Center pit.  
75 percent of all proceeds will go to 
Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, a service 
that provides preschool-aged children and 
their families, regardless of their income, with 
a book every month for five years. The other 
25 percent of the proceeds will go toward the 
charity or philanthropy of the winning team’s 
choice. 
“No kid shouldn’t have the opportunity 
that everyone else has. Just because your 
parents can’t afford a book doesn’t mean you 
shouldn’t be able to read,” said Morgan Thorn, 
junior biology major and service vice president 
of Alpha Phi Omega.  
Every year, the national office of APhiO 
hosts a national service week the first week of 
November to raise money for a specific cause. 
According to APhiO’s website, this year’s 
theme is “Literacy for All.” In the past, the 
service fraternity hosted an annual date auction, 
but because multiple organizations on campus 
host date auctions as well, Thorn wanted to try 
something different. 
“It’s something different that hasn’t really 
been done before on NSU’s campus,” Thorn 
said. “It’s a good way to spend a Thursday 
night.”
Teams of five to ten students will perform 
for three to five minutes each to a song and 
routine of their choice. Upon registration, 
which costs $15 per team, teams will be 
assigned a specific song they are expected to 
perform if they are one of the final three teams. 
Teams can email Thorn to sign up by Oct. 29. 
Throughout the competition, baskets will 
be passed around the audience for people to 
donate money to their favorite team. While the 
judges make the final decision, all donations 
will be counted toward the final amount of 
proceeds to be donated. 
According to the Imagination Library 
website, over 60,000,000 books have been 
delivered to children in the U.S., Canada 
and the United Kingdom since the program 
launched in 2000. There are currently over 
850,000 children registered for the program in 
the U.S. alone. 
For more information on Dolly Parton’s 
Imagination Library, visit imaginationlibrary.
com. For more information on Shark Sync or 
to register a team, contact Thorn at mt1067@
nova.edu. 
they come in here. I really believe we have 
a 21st century library; this space is for the 
21st century student because this is how 
students interact now,” said Williams. 
Acosta said the room has some policies 
and rules, such as that no food or drinks are 
permitted in the room, individuals must be 
at least 18 or older to use the space and that 
the room is only for groups of people, not 
individuals. 
“Because we have technology in 
there, we do not permit food and drink in 
the room,” she said. “We have to take care 
of what we have, and I intend to put more 
technology, not less. We’re envisioning 
this space to be for our students, and other 
students from other universities.” 
 There are cameras in the room, and 
if students require assistance, a phone is 
located on the wall that calls the circulation 
desk. 
 Acosta plans for more study rooms to 
be added in the library. 
 “But in the meantime, I think this is a 
really nice leap forward to provide this kind 
of space for students to work, and we’ll be 
interested in getting feedback and figuring 
out ways to improve it,” she said. 
The Circle of Friends Collaborative 
Study Room is open during the same hours 
of the library. 
For more information, call the 
circulation desk at 954-262-4601 or 
reference at 954-262-4613. To reserve a 
room online, visit sherman.library.nova.
edu/rooms.
On 
Shore 
Calendar
OCT 30
Phi Gamma Delta’s Miss 
Black Diamond  
@Performance Theatre
6 - 8 PM
Caribbean Student 
Association’s Movie Night
@DeSantis 1052
4 - 6:30 PM
Sigma Delta Tau’s Teddy 
Bear Drive
@UC Spine
11:30 AM - 1:30 PM
NOV 2 NOV 3
Disaster Medicine Club’s 
Patient Examination 
Workshop 
@DeSantis 1047
12 - 1 PM
Latin American Student 
Association’s Latin 
Dance Classes  
@RecWell Multipurpose 
Room 1
8 - 10 PM
UNICEF trick-or-treats to save lives
By: Li Cohen
      @Current_Yakira
NSU’s chapter of UNICEF is hosting a 
Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF donation drive 
until the middle of November to raise money 
for the UNICEF organization, which provides 
aide to developing countries. 
Trick-or-treat boxes will be distributed to 
schools, students and organizations to collect 
money raised throughout the drive. 
Khadija Chowdhury, junior biology major 
and president of UNICEF Club, said that 
anyone in the community can ask for a box and 
that any amount of donation helps the cause. 
“All of these donations go directly toward 
UNICEF, which works locally to provide basic 
needs to people,” Chowdhury said. “Anyone 
that participates will have the satisfaction that 
their funds aren’t going somewhere else—
they’re going directly to help people.”
Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF was started 
by the international organization in 1950, and 
since its inception, has raised more than $119 
million. According to unicef.org, it costs $1 to 
protect a child from polio, $1 to immunize a 
child from measles, $2 to provide 66 children 
with vitamin A capsules for a year, $2.46 to buy 
school supplies to last one child a year and $9 
to buy a pack of 200 water purification tablets. 
As part of the drive, UNICEF Club 
partnered with Key Point Academy Brickell 
and Nova Blanche Forman Elementary schools 
to help raise money. All students were provided 
with trick-or-treat boxes to collect money 
from families and friends. Chowdhury said 
that the organization promised the schools that 
the classrooms that raise the most money will 
receive a prize, which has yet to be determined. 
Last year was the first year UNICEF 
Club hosted Trick-or-Treat for UNICEF, and 
they raised over $7,000, placing them as one 
of the top five fundraising UNICEF clubs in 
the country. Chowdhury said that this year, the 
organization hopes to raise close to $10,000 so 
that they can be in the top three organizations 
in the country. 
Chowdhury became affiliated with 
UNICEF Club during her freshman year 
and said that since then, she has seen the 
organization develop. 
 “I kind of grew with the organization. I 
want to continue to see it grow, and hopefully 
we can exceed our goals,” she said. 
Chowdhury explained that she 
became interested in UNICEF after visiting 
Bangladesh, her parents’ home. According to 
Global Finance Magazine, Bangladesh ranks 
as the 45th poorest country in the world.  
“It was really enlightening to see poverty 
firsthand and see all these little kids working 
instead of going to school or being able to play 
outside,” Chowdhury said. “Knowing that I’m 
part of an organization that provides to kids in 
these impoverished nations is really good for 
me because I know I’m helping in some kind 
of way. Even if I can’t help them directly, my 
funds are going somewhere that can directly 
help them.”
Students and organizations interested in 
donating or hosting a trick-or-treat box for the 
drive can contact to Chowdhury at kc1358@
nova.edu. 
NEWS BRIEFS
Have a frightful dinner with Shark Dining
Shark Dining will host a Fright Fest in the Don 
Taft University Center Food Court on Oct. 27 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Surprise Halloween-themed dishes 
will be served, and there will be a cupcake decorating 
competition. The winner of the competition will 
receive Shark Dining vouchers. 
Walk to fight suicide
To raise awareness about suicide, the Gamma 
Delta chapter of Lambda Theta Alpha Latin 
Sorority, Inc. and American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention will co-host the annual Out of the 
Darkness Walk on Nov. 15 on the Ft. Lauderdale/
Davie campus. Registration will start at 8 a.m., and 
the 5K will follow at 9 a.m., beginning at Fellows 
Way. Registration is free, and upon checking in at 
the event, participants can select colored beads 
that correspond to how suicide affected their lives 
to wear during the event. To register or donate, 
visit afsp.donordrive.com/event/broward. For more 
information, contact Esmeralda Riveria, student 
co-chair, at er653@nova.edu, or Michelle Manley, 
director of Student Media, at 954-262-7482. 
NSU launches Title IX webpage
NSU has launched a webpage about Title 
IX, the sexual misconduct policy, to offer more 
information about the terms and definitions, rights, 
reporting, education and resources associated with 
sexual misconduct. Sexual misconduct includes 
dating violence, sex-based discrimination, domestic 
violence, intimidation, retaliation, sexual assault, 
sexual exploitation, sex-based stalking and sexual 
harassment. To see the full policy and learn more 
about Title IX, visit nova.edu/title-ix/index.html. For 
more information about the policy, contact Title IX 
Coordinator and Associate Dean of Administration 
for Student Affairs and the College of Undergraduate 
Studies Gay Holliday at gayhol@nova.edu. 
NSU alumni receives Book of the Year award
NSU alumni Jacqueline Font-Guzman was 
awarded the Puerto Rico Bar Association 2015 
Juridical Book of the Year Award for her book 
“Experiencing Puerto Rican Citizenship and Cultural 
Nationalism.” The book is based on research 
completed for her dissertation and revolves around 
the construction of Puerto Ricans’ citizenships and 
the maintenance of their national identities while 
living close to the U.S. Font-Guzman graduated from 
the College of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences 
with a doctorate in conflict analysis and resolution. 
Kick off homecoming with a Race for 
Champions
Sallarulo’s Race for Champions 5K will kick 
off Homecoming Week on Nov. 7 at 6 a.m. on the Ft. 
Lauderdale/Davie campus. Proceeds from the race 
to go Special Olympics Florida–Broward County 
to provide sports training and athletic competitions 
to children and adults who have intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. Registration and packet 
pick-up will be from 6 a.m. to 7:25 a.m., and the race 
will begin at 7:30 a.m. After the race, participants 
can attend the Carnival of Champions, a carnival 
with free food, fun and entertainment. To register, 
visit sallarulosraceforchampions.org.
Take a paintballing trip with S.O.S.
Special Events and Projects will host a 
paintballing trip for NSU students on Oct. 31 as part 
of Sharks on the Scene events. A shuttle will pick 
students up at 9 a.m. to take them to Extreme Rage 
Paintball Park in Hollywood, Florida. Tickets are $20 
and include the entry fee, paintball equipment and 
lunch. Tickets are sold on a first-come, first-served 
basis in the Office of Student Activities. Students 
must present their Shark Card to purchase. For more 
information, visit nova.edu/safspecialevents/sos, call 
954-262-7494 or email specialprojects@nova.edu.
Sing the national anthem for Team 2020
Auditions for the chance to sing the national 
anthem at the Team 2020 Celebration will be held on 
Nov. 23 from 6 to 7 p.m. in the Don Taft university 
Center Room 309. The Team 2020 Celebration 
will be held on Jan. 23 in the Arena of the UC to 
celebrate another year with breakfast, giveaways 
and performances. For more information, contact 
Bill Adams at wadams@nova.edu or 954-262-8025.
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Race to presidency 2016: Candidates’ views on the Iran Deal
On Oct. 21, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
Iran’s Supreme Leader, approved the Iran 
Nuclear Deal. As reported by CNN, the deal was 
approved based on multiple conditions, but most 
notably that new sanctions cannot be imposed 
from any country on Iran. NBC News reported 
that the deal was officially put into place on Oct. 
18 and was signed between the U.S., Britain, 
France, Germany, Russia and China. The below 
statements are what each presidential candidate 
has to say on the deal.
“The nuclear agreement announced by the 
Obama administration today is a dangerous, 
deeply flawed, and short sighted deal. Based 
on initial reports and analysis, it appears 
this agreement does not ‘cut off all of Iran’s 
pathways to a nuclear weapon’—in fact, over 
time, it paves Iran’s path to a bomb. Most of the 
key restrictions last for only 10 to 15 years. Even 
before the deal expires, it could allow Iran to 
develop an industrial-scale enrichment program 
and continue its R&D on advanced centrifuges 
and development of an ICBM.”—Jeb Bush in a 
statement released on his campaign website on 
July 14
“Viewed on its own merits, the deal is an 
abject failure that will leave Iran as a nuclear 
threshold state in just 10 years. The deal seeks 
to quickly roll back layers of sanctions that 
took decades to assemble and to dismantle a 
much-need arms embargo on Tehran, thereby 
allowing the Iranians to proceed with efforts 
to amass sophisticated weaponry and develop 
intercontinental ballistic missiles capable of 
carrying conventional or nuclear warheads to 
our own shores .”—Ben Carson in an op-ed in 
The Jerusalem Post on Aug. 13
“Iran joins the sad list of countries where 
America’s red lines have been crossed. The 
President is playing a dangerous game with our 
national security, and the deal as structured will 
lead to a nuclear Iran and, then, a nuclearized 
Middle East. The deal threatens Israel, it 
threatens the United States, and it turns 70 years 
of nuclear policy on its head.”—Chris Christie 
in a statement released on Twitter on July 14
“Unfortunately, [President Obama] says it 
makes a nuclear arms race less likely. Our Arab 
allies have said just the opposite. So has Israel, 
so there is reason for suspicion here that’s not 
partisan. You have a whole set of Arab allies – 
Saudi Arabia and Israel, as we know, don’t agree 
on very much – but they do agree this is a bad 
idea.”—Carly Fiorina on “CBS This Morning” 
on July 14
“If I’m president of the United States, 
we’re going to re-impose sanctions until they 
[Iran] change their behavior. And I’ll tell every 
French and German company if you do business 
with Iran, you’re going to lose the ability to do 
business in America. I would stop this deal. 
I would tell our allies we’re not going to go 
through with it on our part. You do whatever you 
would like. America’s not going to be part of 
empowering a radical Islamic regime with more 
money, more weapons and create a nuclear arms 
race.”—Lindsey Graham in an interview with 
NPR July 15
“And at the end of the day, we need to 
recognize that what Iran is trying to do here, and 
this is clear to anyone who has inside knowledge 
into this or has followed it closely, Iran is trying 
to maintain all the infrastructure they need to 
be nuclear capable without agreeing to any 
irreversible concessions. And that seems to be 
what they have achieved, if in fact this moves 
forward.”—Marco Rubio, in an interview with 
NPR April 13
“They [Iran] are going to be such a wealthy, 
such a powerful nation. They are going to have 
nuclear weapons. They are going to take over 
parts of the world that you wouldn’t believe. And 
I think it’s going to lead to nuclear holocaust…I 
would police that contract so tough that they 
don’t have a chance. As bad as the contract is, 
I will be so tough on that contract.”—Donald 
Trump, in an interview on “Meet the Press” on 
Aug. 16
“This is a God-awful deal. This must be 
rejected. Congress must do its job and stand up 
for the American people, stand up for our safety 
and say no to this Iranian Deal.” –George Pataki 
at a Stop Iran Rally in New York City on July 22
“This president’s foreign policy is the most 
feckless in American history. It is so naïve that 
he would trust the Iranians. By doing so, he will 
take the Israelis and march them to the door of 
the oven. This is the most idiotic thing, this Iran 
deal. It should be rejected by both Democrats and 
Republicans in Congress and by the American 
people. I read the whole deal. We gave away 
the whole store. It’s got to be stopped.”—Mike 
Huckabee, in an interview with Breitbart on July 
25
“And this is why I think it is a bad deal 
for the United States, for Israel and our allies. 
Several details that are troubling, so Iran keeps 
thousands of centrifuges, instead of giving up 
all of their enrichment capacity. We don’t truly 
get anytime/anywhere inspections…I worry, 
under this president’s deal, we could end up 
with a nuclear arms race in the Middle East. You 
could see Sunni countries now trying to buy this 
technology from Pakistan.”—Bobby Jindal in 
an interview with PBS on July 14
“This #IranDeal is the single gravest 
national security threat facing America.”—Ted 
Cruz on Twitter on Aug. 4
“Yeah I think it [the Iran Deal] holds a 
lot of promise. And I think the deal will be 
examined and read and will soon be released so 
that we can see the details of it. The key is that 
it has to be verifiable and enforceable…And I 
think this is how an effective foreign policy 
works, not merely using our military powers, but 
also our diplomatic. We have to also be about 
waging peace, and perhaps this deal is that path 
forward.”—Martin O’Malley in an interview 
with Iowa Public Radio on July 30
“The United States has to negotiate with 
other countries. We have to negotiate with Iran. 
And the alternative of not reaching an agreement, 
you know what it is? It’s war. Do we really want 
another war, a war with Iran? An asymmetrical 
warfare that will take place all over this world, 
threaten American troops?”—Bernie Sanders on 
CBS’s “Face the Nation” on Aug. 9
“We have a lot of other challenges posed by 
Iran. But personally as your future president, I’d 
rather be dealing with those challenges knowing 
that we have slowed down and put a lid on their 
[Iran’s} nuclear weapons program.”—Hillary 
Clinton at a campaign event in New Hampshire 
on Aug. 10
“Iran with a nuclear weapon, in my opinion, 
is the end. I have no doubt that Iran will use a 
nuclear weapon in any way possible to destroy 
the United States, to destroy Europe, to destroy 
Israel or any other country that is in their way. 
They don’t care about dying.” –Rick Santorum 
in an interview with U.S. News on July 22
“This is a very bad deal for a variety of 
reasons. Two quick things: one is they’re gonna 
get a nuclear weapon, and then we’re giving 
them a ton of cash to use to fund all these radical 
groups that want to undo all of our allies and who 
hate us. If this thing goes through then I think we 
should reach agreement with all the powers that, 
if we see any cheating at all, that these sanctions 
have to be slapped back on and they need to be 
expanded.”—John Kasich on NBC News’ “Meet 
the Press” on July 26
“The deal should be rejected because it 
fails the key criteria to protect the American 
national interest and our allies [and it] does not 
stop the Iranians from having a nuclear weapon 
in the long run.”—Jim Gilmore in an interview 
with Richmond Times-Dispatch on Aug. 19
 “I oppose the Iranian deal, and will 
vote against it. I don’t think that the president 
negotiated from a position of strength, but I 
don’t immediately discount negotiations…If 
there’s going to be a negotiation, you’re going 
to have to believe somehow that the Iranians 
are going to comply.”—Rand Paul in the GOP 
Debate on Aug. 6 
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Anonymous loveBy: Roddia Paul
      
If you’ve recently used the bathroom in 
the Parker building, you may have come across 
a sticky note of hope on the mirror as you 
washed your hands. Imagine that you are at your 
breaking point, someone says exactly what you 
needed to hear, and you feel a sense of relief. 
That exact feeling inspired Taylor Bertolini 
to establish a Campus Cursive chapter here at 
NSU. Campus Cursive is a branch of the More 
Love Letters organization that works to spread 
love around college campuses. Here on campus 
you can now look forward to receiving words 
of encouragement, at times you need them the 
most, in places you would never suspect. 
More Love Letters, founded by Hannah 
Brencher, began in New York City as a one-
woman initiative focused on spreading love 
and hope throughout her community. Brencher 
would write notes in a notepad that she often 
carried around and as she went about her daily 
routine to the library or the coffee shop, even a 
local grocery store, she would rip the notes out 
and leave her letters of love for someone to find. 
Brencher’s notes became the talk of New 
York City and after blogging about supplying 
love letters to those in need, her organization, in 
a matter of a year, took off globally, and three 
years later stands as an international organization 
blessing people of all ages. 
“Hannah talked to a lot of college students 
on her More love Letter’s blog which [I believe] 
is what lead to her creation of [the college 
extension], Campus Cursive,” said Taylor 
Bertolini, freshman environmental science 
major and founder of NSU’s Campus Cursive 
Chapter. 
Bertolini, after seeing a friend post a love 
letter she found in Barnes & Noble, was curious 
about More Love Letters.
“Two years ago, after seeing [my friend’s] 
post on Instagram, I went on the More Love 
Letters website and immediately said to myself 
that this is something I want to do one day,” 
Bertolini said.
After graduating high school, Bertolini 
enrolled at NSU, hoping to bring More Love 
Letters to campus. She began filling out the 
paper work and eventually created an NSU 
Campus Cursive Chapter. However, because she 
finished the process in the middle of the term, 
the chapter will not be officially up and running 
until January.
“Although NSU does not allow new 
organizations to begin in the middle of the 
school year, it does not mean we cannot spread 
the love now,” Bertolini said. 
Already, NSU’s Chapter has received so 
much love. Many of the letters found around 
campus are not even from Bertolini. Students 
have taken it upon themselves to join in the 
movement of love. 
“Last weekend, I went back home, and 
all of my friends [at NSU] kept texting me and 
telling me that they were finding love letters all 
around campus and were convinced it was me,” 
Bertolini said. “But I didn’t leave any notes.” 
Something as small as sticky note in 
the right moment on a wrong day can turn 
someone’s frown into a smile. Bertolini often 
promotes appreciating the little things.
“In college, it is so hard to have self-
confidence every single day,” Bertolini said. 
“There’s students loans, jobs, classes, a social 
life and so many other factors that affect how 
you feel.”
Not only is Campus Cursive about 
spreading love and hope but also paying it 
forward. Bertolini said she hopes that when 
people receive a letter of love that they will write 
one back for someone else to see.
“You never know what a smile or note 
could mean to somebody,” Bertolini said. “So 
when you receive love, you should always try to 
give it back; it makes you feel good.” 
Bertolini explained that people can look 
forward to love letter parties throughout the 
school year.
“One party to look forward to is the textbook 
party, which will be held before everyone has to 
turn in their textbooks for the term,” Bertolini 
said. “We will write love letters and stick them 
in the pages so that the next person to receive the 
book gets a love letter.”
Bertolini also hopes to partner with 
Starbucks for Valentine’s Day and give love 
letters with coffee so that no one goes without 
a Valentine. 
“Once you know what the organization is 
all about, you can’t help but fall in love with it,” 
Bertolini said. “It makes me happy seeing others 
happy at the thought of spreading love, the chain 
reaction [of this club] is going to be amazing.”
After January, Campus Cursive meetings 
will be held bi-monthly on Thursdays from 
12 to 1 p.m. The location is undecided, and 
meeting attendance is not mandatory. The only 
mandatory requirement to join this club is to 
remember to spread the love. If you’d like to join 
the club in January, it will be up on Orgsync, and 
you can join online. Board member positions 
will also be discussed in January at the first few 
meetings.
Students can like and friend Campus 
Cursive on Facebook at CampusCursive@NSU 
to stay informed about their upcoming events. 
“The best part about NSU is that we have 
so many commuter students; we can spread love 
amongst the campus, and those students who 
commute will help spread the love all over,” said 
Bertolini. “It’s more than just spreading the love 
on campus.”
For more information on the More 
Love Letters organization, visit http://www.
moreloveletters.com. 
If you would like to find out more 
information on NSU’s Campus Cursive chapter, 
contact Bertolini at tb1369@nova.edu or the 
faculty adviser Molly Scanlon at mscanlon@
nova.edu.
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More than just letters: Defining LGBT+
By: Roddia Paul
      
Four months after the Supreme Court 
legalized same sex marriage, the world 
celebrates LGBT History Month. During this 
month, people remember and pay tribute to 
the former and current advocates of the LGBT 
community, such as Carol Speser, organizer 
of the first outdoor pride celebration and Ellen 
Degeneres, the first openly lesbian actress to 
play an openly lesbian character on television.
During the month of October, the LGBT 
community not only acknowledges the 
commitment and sacrifices of LGBT activists, 
but it also serves to acknowledge how far 
acceptance has come in society. However, in 
order to effectively promote and appreciate 
gender and sexual equality, it’s important for 
society to understand what these abbreviations 
of “LGBT” actually mean. 
“One of the biggest misconceptions about 
the LGBT community is that one has to be gay 
or straight [to be a part of this community],” said 
Atticus Ranck, director of transgender services 
for SunServe. “Sexuality actually lies along a 
continuum.”
He explained that many people are not 100 
percent gay or 100 percent straight. Instead, 
many people have a fluid sexuality or at least 
experiences with many different sexes and 
genders. People often think that the LGBT 
community only consists of the most commonly 
heard acronyms, but there is much more to it 
than that.  
“The whole spectrum is LGBTQQIAAP. 
This stands for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, 
asexual, ally and pansexual,” Ranck said. 
The biggest dilemma with the LGBT+ 
acronym is that people do not understand the 
purpose and importance of these different 
identifying terms, and, in some cases, those 
outside of the community use them to separate 
LGBT members from the rest of the population. 
These terms are not meant to be demeaning, but 
instead provide people who identify with these 
titles, a sense of comfortability. 
“The term LGBT is often used as if the 
members of this community are synonymous,” 
said Laurie Simontacchi, graduate assistant 
of the College of Psychology and president of 
the Gay Straight Alliance, now known as Pride 
Alliance. 
“I try to say LGBT communities, with an 
emphasis on the plural, because, contrary to 
popular belief, this acronym does not represent 
one single group,” Simontacchi said. 
Society has created terms with negative 
connotation to identify people with differing 
gender or sexuality identification. These terms 
were used to bash and demean the LGBT 
community, but just as urban cultures have 
reclaimed words such as “phat” (pretty, hot 
and thick) to have progressive meanings, the 
acronym LGBT serves to reclaim these terms 
for positivity. 
For example, at one point, society made 
those who identify as being gay afraid of the 
term itself, and queer was used negatively 
by people who did not accept lesbian or gay 
individuals. Today, members of the LGBT+ 
community proudly embrace these terms as 
positive recognition and identification. 
The first step in acceptance is understanding. 
People are different in so many ways. With that 
said, the first step to personal acceptance is a 
willingness to accept others. As we celebrate 
this year’s LGBT+ History Month, remember 
to acknowledge each member of the LGBT+ 
community as an individual, each deserving of 
their own right to equality and acceptance. 
“Understanding sexual orientation 
and gender as binary, limits us from truly 
understanding and appreciating others,” 
Simontacchi said. “It is because of this that we 
need to seek information and ask important 
questions. When we begin to do that, we spread 
awareness and, in turn, decrease stigma and 
negative stereotypes.”
For more information on LGBT+ 
Awareness visit http://lgbthistorymonth.com/. 
 
Lesbian- “Female- identified individuals who are primarily attracted romantically 
to other women-identified people,” Ranck said. 
Gay- “Male-identified people who are primarily attracted romantically to other 
male-identified people,” Ranck said. 
Bi-sexual- “Someone of any gender identity or expression who is romantically 
attracted to both male-identified and female-identified individuals,” Ranck said. 
Transgender- “The individual’s gender identity [on the masculine/feminine 
spectrum] does not match up with their natal sex [the sex assigned at birth],” 
Simontacchi said. “It is important to recognize that gender identity is not the 
same thing as sexual orientation.”
Questioning – “Relates to those who are questioning of their gender identity 
and/or sexual orientation,” Simontacchi said. 
Queer – “Queer used to be a very derogatory term used to insult those who 
aren’t straight or who were at least perceived to be gay,” Ranck said. “It’s 
personal to each person, and it just means that they don’t abide by traditional 
definitions of male, female, feminine, masculine, straight, etc.”
Intersex – “A term that means someone is born with ambiguous genitalia, or he 
or she is born believing they are one sex, but when he or she hits puberty, his or 
her body starts reacting in an abnormal way,” Ranck said. “The term used to be 
hermaphrodite, but we don’t use that term anymore.” 
Asexual- “Signifies those who are sexually attracted to neither males nor 
females,” Simontacchi said.
Ally- “Allies support and participate in LGBT awareness,” said Ranck said. 
Pansexual - Someone of any gender identity or expression who is romantically 
attracted to any and all genders; pansexual individuals can be attracted to trans 
men, trans women, agender, genderqueer, bigender, males, females, etc. The 
list is endless,” Ranck said. 
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Things you should know about 
breast cancerBy: Jenna Kopec and Roddia Paul
     
According to the National Breast Cancer 
Foundation, one in eight women are diagnosed 
with breast cancer in their lifetime. Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month is about more than 
just wearing pink; it’s about supporting all 
those affected by it. Therefore, Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month is about informing the 
population about this disease that will likely 
affect your life in one way or another.
“The world has decided that this experience 
is pink, that breast cancer is pink,” Justice Hehir 
of Rutger’s University said while performing 
her spoken word piece “I’m Not Buying It” at 
the 2014 CUPSI. The piece continued, “Which 
is funny … I didn’t see pink, I didn’t feel pink.”
Here’s some “must-have” information 
about breast cancer.
What causes breast cancer?
The truth is, we can’t pinpoint an exact 
cause for breast cancer. If that were possible, 
breast cancer prevention would be much 
different. Like all cancer, it develops when 
cell DNA is damaged, and replication becomes 
uncontrolled. According to the National Breast 
Cancer Foundation, there’s often a combination 
of genetic and environmental factors that 
contribute to why someone develops breast 
cancer.
While there isn’t much that can be done 
about genetic risk factors, there are steps that can 
be taken to reduce or eliminate environmental 
risks. Limiting alcohol consumption, breast-
feeding and living an active lifestyle are all 
cited by the Mayo Clinic as ways to limit risk. 
Limiting, if not avoiding completely, exposure 
to hormone therapy and radiation are also 
extremely beneficial to those who are at high 
risk.
Who is more likely to develop breast cancer?
Women who have an immediate family 
history of breast cancer are more likely than their 
peers to develop the disease. Most diagnosis of 
breast cancer also occurs in individuals over the 
age of 55.
It’s also important to note that many myths 
surround breast cancer risk factors.
“One [common myth] is that larger breasts 
increase your risk for breast cancer, and that’s 
not true,” said Sandi Scott-Holman, a doctor 
in the NSU Student Medical Center. “I’ve also 
been asked if contraceptives can cause breast 
cancer, and that is also not true.”
When should someone start screening for 
breast cancer?
“That depends on the guidelines you 
choose to follow,” Scott-Holman said.
Most professionals recommend that 
women have a mammogram performed every 
two years starting at the age of 40 or 50. Scott-
Holman suggested beginning at 40.
According to CNN, the American Cancer 
Society recently recommended less screening 
for breast cancer starting at age 45 due to the fact 
that the chances of finding cancer are very small.
Sometimes the “it depends” answer can 
be incredibly frustrating, especially when it 
relates to something as serious as health, but it’s 
important to remember that human beings don’t 
come with standardized instructions, and there 
isn’t a “right” way to live life. Every individual’s 
body and health are uniquely theirs. If someone 
feels that he or she is at risk for the development 
of breast cancer and feels that screening should 
be sooner, he or she should not hesitate to speak 
with a physician.
What’s the best way to treat breast cancer?
“That’s another answer that really depends. 
There’s no real standard for the best treatment,” 
Scott-Holman said. “Cancer has to be taken on 
a case-by-case basis based on the type of cancer 
and its stage.” 
Again, it’s not the answer most people 
want to hear. The good news is that almost every 
expert will agree that cancer treatment, of any 
kind, is best done early. So if something feels 
wrong, don’t write it off or ignore it. The earlier 
a threat is caught, the less damage it can do. 
Even if it is just a scare, it is important to rule 
out any cancer health risks.
Why should young adults be aware about 
breast cancer?  
Breast cancer is the second leading cause of 
death among women. Therefore, it’s important 
to know what to look for. Scott-Holman 
encourages young women to get comfortable 
with their breast tissue so that they will be better 
able to detect abnormalities.
Sites for information 
on breast cancer:
If you or someone you know believes 
they may be at risk for developing breast 
cancer, make an appointment to see 
your physician immediately. For more 
information on breast cancer and ways to 
participate in supporting breast cancer 
awareness, visit the following sites: 
thebreastcancersite.greatergood.com
www.breastcancer.org
www.cancer.org/cancer/breastcancer
www.nationalbreastcancer.org
www.breastcancerdeadline2020.org
“Preventative services and early 
intervention are very important when it comes 
to cancer,” she said. “It’s important to self-
examine.”
Men can also develop breast cancer and 
should seek medical attention if they detect any 
abnormalities.
Information on how to perform self-
examinations can be found on National Breast 
Cancer Foundation’s website or by asking a 
physician. To schedule an appointment with the 
Student Medical Center, call 954-262-1262.
Breast cancer is a commonly 
misunderstood cancer because 
many people are not well informed, 
and, as a result, do not know the 
difference between real risk factors 
and common myths. Let’s bust some 
of those myth bubbles. 
1. Men cannot get breast cancer: 
While the majority of breast cancer 
cases are in women, men can get 
breast cancer. About 1% of all cases 
of breast cancer occurs in men. In the 
U.S. there are about 230,000 cases 
of invasive breast cancer a year and 
about 2000 of them occur in men.
2. The bigger the breast the higher 
the risk: There is no data to support 
this.  There is data that obesity, 
especially in postmenopausal 
women, increases breast cancer 
risk, but research conducted for this 
article did not find that the size of the 
breast correlates with risk, except as 
a reflection of overall body mass.
3. All breast lumps are cancerous: 
The majority of breast masses are 
not cancer. The number varies from 
institution to institution, but roughly 20 
to 30 percent of biopsied masses are 
cancerous.
4. All breast cancer is the same: 
There are multiple subtypes of 
breast cancer.  Clinically, cancers 
are divided into hormone receptor 
positive, HER2 amplified, and triple 
negative.  The approach to these 
varies somewhat by subtype.  Based 
on more sophisticated genomics, 
these three subtypes can be further 
divided based on genetic features of 
the tumors.
5. Women have to remove the entire 
breast to get rid of the cancer: 
In many cases, breast conserving 
therapy, which is removing just 
the cancer and a portion of the 
normal breast around the cancer, 
is equivalent to removing the entire 
breast.
6. Medicine can cure breast cancer: 
Early stage breast cancer, when the 
cancer is confined to the breast or 
which has only spread to the local 
lymph nodes, is highly curable. The 
therapy includes surgery, radiation, 
and systemic therapies. The systemic 
therapies include drugs to prevent 
estrogen from getting to the tumor, 
chemotherapy, and therapies 
targeted to the HER2 protein.  The 
exact combination of these modalities 
depends on the nature of the breast 
cancer.
7. If you don’t have a family history 
of breast cancer, you’re not at risk: 
Even though there is an increased risk 
of developing breast cancer if you 
have a family history of the disease, 
the majority of breast cancer cases 
occur in patients with no family history.
8. Under wire bras increase risk of 
breast cancer:  No.
Myth busting courtesy of Dr. Stanley 
Lipkowitz, chief of the Women’s 
Malignancies Branch and senior 
researcher at the Center for Cancer 
Research. 
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Learning when to say ‘no’
By: April Coan
My name is April Coan, and I am an 
academic success coach and the assistant 
director at the Office of Undergraduate Student 
Success. Throughout the fall semester, I will 
offer tips and suggestions in The Current, which 
will focus on topics like success in college and 
taking advantage of the unique opportunities 
available at NSU.
College is full of activities and 
opportunities, and every week there seems to 
be something new to do. Saying “yes” to these 
experiences is a great way to learn, grow and 
develop yourself as an individual, but sometimes 
it’s not always good to say “yes.” Sometimes 
you need to learn to say “no.” If you’re starting 
to feel overwhelmed by work, school or your 
social life, try the following tricks to help you 
assess when to say ”no.”
Think before you commit. It’s difficult 
to turn down an invitation, especially when it’s 
something you really want to do. To manage 
your time more effectively, get into the habit of 
looking at your calendar or planner before you 
officially commit to an event. You can use your 
planner or phone calendar to make sure you 
don’t double-book events or schedule too many 
events in one day. 
Set boundaries. Sometimes it may be 
difficult to say no because we don’t want to start 
a conflict, burn bridges or let people down, but 
if you get into the habit of saying “yes” when 
you really should be saying “no,” you leave the 
impression that’ll you always cave in to peer 
pressure. This is why it’s important to establish 
boundaries and let people know that when you 
say “no,” that doesn’t mean “yes” or “maybe,” it 
really means “no.”
Prioritize. As much as we like to think 
everything is important, some areas in your 
life are more important than others. When it’s 
impossible to do everything, sometimes you 
need to make tough decisions and say “no.” For 
example, if getting good grades on your mid-
term is more important to you than your social 
life, you might need to turn down some social 
invites to find time to study. If you’re having a 
difficult time prioritizing, try writing down a list 
of all the things you want to do within a certain 
timeframe, then assess which activities are more 
important to you than others. For activities least 
important to your overall goals, you may want to 
consider cutting from your list.
Delegate. We’ve all heard the saying, “if 
you want to do something right, do it yourself.” 
The problem with that advice is doing everything 
yourself can be very stressful and isn’t the best 
way to manage your time. Instead, learn to say 
“no” and try delegating tasks to other people in 
your group. If you give clear instructions of what 
you would like other members of your group to 
do, chances are they won’t let you down. With 
that said, next time you have a class or group 
project, fight away the stress by practicing the 
power of delegation.
Saying “no” is a very powerful tool to time 
management, so try practicing these four tricks 
this semester. Remember, time is a precious 
commodity. Once it’s gone, you can never get it 
back, so make sure you manage it wisely.
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that time i. . .
overcame an injury and won a 
title
Every athlete has a goal that he or 
she wants to accomplish throughout his or 
her athletic season, but these goals are not 
easily accomplished, as athletes battle other 
competitors and try to stay injury-free. Near 
the end of my final high school track and field 
season, I had a chance to achieve my goals of 
being the first North Port High School discus 
thrower to win districts and regionals in the 
same year and compete at the state meet. 
However, on April 22, 2012, three days 
before the meet, my season took an unexpected 
turn. I was attending a track and field clinic to get 
in one last coaching session before my regional 
competition in discus. After a long day of 
drilling and throwing, the clinic concluded with 
a power quadrathalon, a four-event competition 
of a 40-yard dash, broad jump, triple hop and 
overhead shot put. We were onto the overhead 
shot put when I lost my balance and my foot got 
caught in a hole. Hearing a loud pop on my right 
ankle and feeling pain instantly, I immediately 
switched to my left foot, but the damage was 
done. 
After school the next day, I went to my 
trainer for an analysis. I could barely walk, and 
I couldn’t practice without excruciating pain. 
My trainer told me that I had a minor sprained 
ankle. The thought of an injury and not being 
able to train for the competition was devastating. 
A minor sprained ankle may not be as critical 
as a fractured or broken ankle, but it still would 
prevent me from competing if it didn’t heal in 
time. The injury was on the right side where 
I put most of my weight when I throw, and I 
would not be able throw with one foot. 
It was the first time I had suffered an injury. 
I was in tears with the thought of not winning 
districts and regionals to compete at the state 
meet. I was favored to win regionals all year and 
had the possibility of winning both districts and 
regionals in the same year. 
All seemed lost with so little time to 
recover. After examination, I knew I would need 
more than two days to recover, but I never lost 
hope. For the next two days, I iced my ankle for 
20 minutes and then rotated my ankle without 
the ice for 20 minutes. Using extra caution, I 
limited movement of my ankle so that I could 
avoid making the injury worse. I would walk 
lighter on my right foot and keep it elevated 
whenever I sat down. 
As for practice the next day, I took it light 
by going through the motions of my discus 
technique and applying pressure lightly. When 
the time came to leave for the competition, I 
recovered just enough to where I felt I could still 
compete, but I still had my worries.  
Because of my concerns, I had a slow start 
at the competition. Although I still performed 
well enough to secure a spot in the finals, I was 
not satisfied with my first three throws. Not 
willing to give up, I surged forward and trailed 
the leader by less than a foot going into my sixth 
and final attempt. With my ankle aching, I gave 
it my all, a last-ditched effort to steal the title. 
My final attempt put me in the lead, but 
the other thrower still had his final attempt. 
Standing nervously, I could only wait and watch 
to see what would happen. His final throw went 
out of bounds. The pressure had gotten to him, 
and after leading through five throws, he placed 
second.
I let out a sigh of relief as I collapsed to 
the ground happy and triumphant. I achieved 
my goal to be the first North Port Thrower to 
win districts and regionals in the same year. 
After I got up from the grass, I went to hug my 
parents, coach and teammates. I then went to get 
ice for my ankle to relax and enjoy my victory. 
As I was sitting in the team tent with my first 
place ribbon, I kept thinking about what I had 
been through the last few days. I never gave 
up, I stayed positive, and, most importantly, I 
accomplished my goal ― which made it even 
sweeter to see the look on the kid’s face when I 
snatched the title from him. 
Through this experience, all of my hard 
work paid off because I was committed to 
reach my goal, despite having such little time 
to recover from my injury. Injuries are not easy 
to overcome, but if there is a possibility, make 
sure you stay dedicated, determined and do not 
let anything keep you from reaching your goal. 
Had I just given up after the minor sprain, I 
would not be the first thrower of my school to 
win districts and regionals. I would not have my 
name on the regional champion banner inside 
the gymnasium, and, most importantly, I would 
not know what an amazing feeling it is to prevail 
in the midst of adversity.   
By: Darren Hendricks
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Hendricks overcame an injury and placed first in district and regional discus competitions. 
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Home is closer than you think
By: Roddia Paul 
      
The legalization of same sex marriage over 
the summer was a milestone in LGBT+ history. 
Yet, even with such a major accomplishment, 
when it comes to everyday social experiences, 
many members of the LGBT+ community do 
not have somewhere to go where they feel safe 
and free from judgment. For those that identify 
with the LGBT+ community, the comfort of 
home is closer than you think. See below for 
local centers that provide support, counseling 
and, most importantly, understanding. 
SunServe
2312 Wilton Dr, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
(954) 764-5150
Hours of operation: Monday to Friday from 9 
a.m. – 5 p.m.
http://www.sunserve.org/
SunServe is a non-profit organization that 
provides care to all members of the LGBT+ in 
the areas of financial need, minority care, youth 
care, HIV+ testing, and counseling for those 
dealing with physical and or emotion distress. 
It provides support groups for significant others, 
family, friends and allies of LGBT+ members.
The Pride Center
2040 N Dixie Hwy, Wilton Manors, FL 33305
(954) 463-9005
Hours of operation: Monday to Thursday from 
9 a.m. – 9 p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
and Saturday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
http://www.pridecenterflorida.org/
The Pride Center prides itself on 
empowering and providing a safe zone for all 
members of the LGBT+ community. It offers 
programs that aim to strengthen each member’s 
socio-economic, health, spiritual and safety 
needs.
Stonewall National Museum & Archives
1300 E Sunrise Blvd, Fort Lauderdale, FL 
33304
(954) 763-8565
Hours of operation: Tuesday to Sunday from 4 
p.m. to 10 p.m.
http://www.stonewall-museum.org/
This museum hosts events and shares 
information to promote and preserve the LGBT+ 
Culture. It provides resources to educate people 
about LGBT+ history. It also provides a national 
registry so all married members of LGBT+ 
community can proudly display their marriage 
with records and photos. So far, the registry has 
over 380,000 couples. 
Centerlink Inc.
3469 N Dixie Hwy, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33334
(954) 765-6024
http://www.lgbtcenters.org/
Centerlink Inc. is a community center to 
help LGBT+ members feel safe. The center also 
helps fight lawsuits that directly affect LGBT+ 
members, advocates the effects of AIDS in 
the community, educates the community on 
STD prevention, and promotes a stigma-free 
environment.
LGBT Visitor Center Miami Beach
1130 Washington Ave # 1st Floor, Miami 
Beach, FL 33139
(305) 397-8914
Hours of Operation:
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
and Saturday and Sunday from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m. 
http://www.gogaymiami.com/about
This center serves Florida residents and 
tourists from all around the world that identify 
as being a part of the LGBT+ community. Doors 
are always open for those that just need to talk or 
a place to feel welcomed. They provide activities 
such as Narcotics Anonymous and Smart 
Recovery, yoga and dance classes, educational 
workshops and many other social events.
The Alliance for GLBTQ Youth – Miami
1175 NE 125th Street, Suite 510, North Miami, 
FL 33161
(305) 899-8087
http://www.glbtqalliance.com/
This center partners with Miami- Dade 
County services to promote and protect the 
rights of members of the LGBT+ community. 
This safe haven offers counseling for youth, 
adults and family. 
Compass - GLCC of Palm Beach County
201 N Dixie Highway, Lake Worth, FL 33460
(561) 533-9699
Hours of operation: Monday through Thursday 
from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 
p.m. and Saturday from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
http://www.compassglcc.com
This community center prides itself on 
its efforts to demolish stereotypes against the 
LGBT+ community. It provides social support 
groups, social events, testing and counseling for 
members, families and allies. 
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Athlete of the Week: Benjamin Manuel
By: Erin Herbert
      @erin_herbert
Despite starting out as a soccer player, 
Benjamin Manuel, junior finance and 
management double major, found a passion and 
incredible talent for running.
Manuel’s father, a former collegiate runner 
in the Netherlands, introduced the sport to him 
in his youth, and Manuel has stuck with it ever 
since.
“In the first meet I went to, I got silver, and 
my brother got a bronze, and then we just stuck 
with track,” said Manuel.
Originally from Curacao, Manuel moved 
to the U.S. four years ago and attended Trinity 
Christian Academy in Miami, where he played 
soccer and ran track. Manuel holds the records 
for running events ranging from the 100 meter 
to the 3200 meter.
Manuel continues to set high goals and 
expectations for himself, as he strives to compete 
in the 2020 Olympic Games. 
I got the chance to sit down with Manuel 
and learn a little more about him.
How has the transition been coming from a 
different country?
“The transition for me has been pretty 
great. I came here my senior year of high school, 
so I adapted to the American system in high 
school. So when I came to college, everything 
was already clear to me. I have been working on 
my English, and it’s been getting better because 
in Curacao, we don’t really speak English 
that much ― it’s mostly Dutch and our native 
language.”
How did you get into running cross country?
“Previously, I was just a sprinter, a 400- 
and 800-meter runner, but when I moved here, 
my coach told me that cross country would help 
me with my 800 meter and 1500 meter, so I just 
trusted him and went with it. And right now I’m 
one of the top five guys on the team. It’s been 
working out really well for me and the team.”
Do you have any runners in your family?
“My dad was a sprinter. He only did the 100 
and 200 meters; he doesn’t really go above the 
400. It was actually one day at the house where 
he took a couple of medals out of a box, and we 
asked him ‘Where did you get those medals?’ 
and he told us that he used to run in college in 
the Netherlands, so my brother and I thought if 
he could do it, then we could do it too. We had 
previously played soccer, so we just transitioned 
from soccer to track.”
Did you ever consider playing soccer at the 
collegiate level?
“I was actually looking for soccer and track 
and field, to see what [school] I could get the 
best offer out of. And I just got the best offers in 
track and field at NSU.”
What do you plan on doing with finance and 
management degrees after college?
“Right after I graduate, I plan on doing an 
internship, then working on my master’s, maybe 
here or in the Netherlands; I’m not sure yet. But 
after that, I would probably just go home, go 
back to Curacao, and join a corporation to get 
more experience, and then try to open up my 
own business.”
Do you want to continue running after 
college, or will you focus on working?
“I’m planning on it. It’s one of my goals; it 
should be part of everyone’s goals in running or 
sports. I’m planning on attending the Olympic 
Games. One of my goals is to make it there.”
Have you started any specific training for the 
Olympics?
“I mean, the training here is going pretty 
well, and I’ve seen my times dropping a lot, so if 
I keep doing the same thing that I’ve been doing 
for the past couple of years, then I think I’ll be 
able to make it at least for the 2020 Olympics.”
What motivates you the most to keep 
training like that?
“I think it’s just in my blood or my character. 
I’m just determined, and it’s a big goal to 
achieve, and that’s pretty much my motivation. I 
just want to do it for self-achievement.” 
Do you have a coach that has influenced 
you?
“When I started, I had a coach back home 
for track and field, and he pretty much made us 
into robots. He was really motivating, and he 
had an Olympic plan for all of us since we were 
10 years old. He started building us up, and so I 
would say that he has been the most influential. 
For right now, my assistant coach Austin Warner 
is also really motivating, and he’s pushing plans 
for me to go the Olympics.”
How would you describe yourself as an 
athlete?
“As an athlete, it varies for me from my 
normal character to my athletic character. 
Usually, I’m really quiet; on my team, you can 
see that I like to give leadership through action. 
I don’t really talk too much; I’m not really the 
speaking motivator type of guy. I can talk on a 
one-on-one basis with someone and motivate 
them a lot, but I’m not really the guy that talks 
to the whole team, but I’m working on that. I 
show a lot of determination to the other guys, 
and they can see that, and that drives them to 
become better.”
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Manuel followed his father’s footsteps to become a collegiate runner.
Women’s 
Basketball
vs. Miami
Coral Gables, 
Florida
Nov. 4, 4 p.m.
Women’s Volleyball
vs. Florida Southern
NSU Arena
Oct. 30, 7 p.m.
vs. Florida Tech
NSU Arena
Oct. 31, 4 p.m.
vs. Palm Beach 
Atlantic
West Palm Beach, 
Florida
Nov. 3, 7 p.m.
Men’s Soccer
vs. Flagler
NSU Soccer 
Complex
Oct. 28, 6 p.m.
Women’s Swimming 
and Diving
ON DECK
vs. Lynn
NSU Aquatic 
Complex
Oct. 31, 10 a.m.
‘Think Pink’ during 
October
By: Jazmyn Brown
   
Many teams and franchises from multiple 
sports incorporate breast cancer awareness 
into their games and events by wearing pink, 
and this is most apparent during the month of 
October. Many players choose to wear pink 
during October to symbolize their support for 
the cause, from socks and shoes to armbands 
and mouthpieces. 
During October, NSU’s Athletic 
Department offered free admission for cancer 
patients and survivors and up to four of their 
family members to special cancer awareness 
games. The first 200 people to arrive at each 
game also received free “Think Pink” T-shirts.
Patrick Lillis, graduate assistant for 
marketing and production in the Athletic 
Department, explained that a Cancer Awareness 
Event is put on during one game for each sport, 
for a total of 6 events throughout the year.
“This year’s theme is ‘Think Pink,’” said 
Lillis. “We partnered with Memorial Cancer 
Institute for this season to help with our events.”
Through the partnership with Memorial, 
Lillis said, athletics provides information on 
cancer resources and treatments, in addition to 
vouchers for a special $50 mammogram during 
October and basket raffles.
Lillis said, “Our goal is to raise awareness 
in the fight against cancer, to recognize survivors 
and warriors of the disease and to remember 
those who lost their battle with cancer.”
Kim Carbo, assistant athletic director, said 
that prior to the games, there was a moment 
of silence for those who lost their battle with 
cancer.   
“We also recognized any survivors or 
warriors in attendance for their courage and 
determination,” she said. 
Additionally, athletics raffled a Pink Gift 
Basket, courtesy of Memorial Cancer Institute, 
at each game. 
One fall breast cancer awareness event 
remains. The women’s soccer game on Oct. 10 
has been rescheduled for Oct. 29 at 7 p.m.
Since each sport hosts a cancer awareness 
event, special games occur throughout the 
school year. The basketball “Think Pink” event 
will be Feb. 10, 2016, a doubleheader, with 
women’s at 5:30 p.m. and men’s at 7:30 p.m.
Carbo said that these on-campus awareness 
events are important because of the prevalence 
of breast cancer in people’s lives, both directly 
and indirectly. 
“It’s vital that people are educated about 
early detection and given the proper resources 
to be able to prevent and treat the disease,” she 
said. 
For more information, contact Kim Carbo 
at 954-262-8254 or carbo@nova.edu.
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SPORTSSHORTS
Women’s Soccer
Men’s Soccer
Women’s Volleyball
The women’s volleyball team 
won their last game of the South 
Region Crossover hosted by West 
Georgia with a 3-2 over Union on 
Oct. 17. Senior Dana Holger led 
the Shark’s effort with a career-
best 22 kills. 
The men’s soccer team fell 1-3 to 
Rollins on Oct. 17. The Shark’s 
only goal was scored by Viktor 
Jonsson off a rebound from 
Santiago Camacho.
The women’s soccer team won 2-1 
in overtime against Rollins on Oct. 
17. With this win, the women’s 
soccer team tied the program 
record for most consecutive wins 
in a season. 
ON THE BENCH: 
Pink is so much more 
than a color
By: Jazmyn Brown
    
While pink merchandise can be seen as a 
gimmick that’s used for profit-making, there’s 
no doubt that the money raised not only helps 
fund research and care for those who suffer 
from this disease, but it also brings us closer 
and closer to the cure.
The color pink, to DeAngelo Williams, 
running back for the Pittsburgh Steelers, is 
much more than just a fleeting shade. In the 
“Monday Morning Quarterback” column of 
Sports Illustrated, Williams penned a letter 
in which he detailed his family’s experiences 
with cancer. Four of his aunts died battling 
breast cancer before his mother, Sandra Kay 
Hill, passed away in 2014 at the age of 53. 
“That’s why I am so passionate about 
raising awareness, because I have seen 
firsthand how it can impact others,” Williams 
said in the letter. “One time, a lady came up 
to me and said she was going to get examined 
just because she saw me wearing pink cleats 
during a game.”
According to MMQB, the NFL’s 
pink cleat initiative in 2009 was inspired 
by Williams’ mother. Williams started the 
DeAngelo Williams Foundation to provide 
mammograms to women.
The DeAngelo Williams Foundation 
Facebook page says its mission is to support 
the endeavor to find a cure for breast 
cancer through preventative care, such as 
mammograms, and research. That’s where 
the money raised through the sale of pink 
merchandise, combined with Williams’ own 
money, goes. 
So wearing pink has become a beacon 
of hope to Williams. That’s why he implored 
people, in his letter, to wear pink at least once 
during October and to ask five women if 
they’ve recently done a mammogram. That’s 
why he pledged, through his foundation, to 
provide 53 women with mammograms, one 
for every year of his mother’s life. That’s why 
he wants to wear pink for the rest of the season.
NBC Sports reported that Williams 
requested to be allowed to continue to wear 
pink after October ends in honor of his 
mother and aunts, and Troy Vincent, NFL vice 
president of football operations, said no.  
The refusal probably comes from the 
rigid policies regarding NFL uniforms. 
According to the official NFL playing rules, 
“The League will not grant permission for any 
club or player to wear, display, or otherwise 
convey messages, through helmet decals, arm 
bands, jersey patches, or other items affixed to 
game uniforms or equipment, which relate to 
political activities or causes, other non-football 
events, causes or campaigns, or charitable 
causes or campaigns.” 
Most of the rules regarding colors that 
players are allowed to wear are as follows: 
any equipment and attire, such as stockings, 
gloves and wristbands, must be either black, 
white or a single team color as approved by 
the NFL Commissioner. Cleats can have three 
colors, for example, as long as they are black, 
white and one of the team colors, as approved, 
and all players on the team have cleats with 
the same dominant color. All items worn on 
game day must be issued by the NFL or by a 
manufacturer previously approved. 
The stringency of the NFL’s uniform 
policy stems from a desire to keep the game 
fair. Having multiple colors across a single 
team can be confusing, inconsistency is 
unprofessional, and differences in appearance 
may cause unfair advantages. 
Since players are allowed to raise breast 
cancer awareness during October’s “A Crucial 
Catch” campaign, and the outcome of games 
are unaffected by pink ribbons on helmets 
and footballs and pink gloves and cleats, all 
of which are used during games, then what is 
the problem with allowing a player to continue 
the fight on behalf of his mother, aunts and all 
women who are affected every day of the year? 
There is no unfair advantage in wearing pink.
It makes sense that the league can’t be 
partial to a single player. If that were the case, 
then along with allowing Williams to wear 
pink, the NFL would have to allow players to 
wear all sorts of colors for various causes. The 
rules explicitly state that it cannot and will not 
allow players to do so. There are enough team 
colors in the NFL to warrant a limitation on 
colors worn for a cause. It’s only reasonable 
that the rules were created with this in mind. 
In response, Williams wears his hair 
long and dyed pink, in memory of his 
mother. According to NBC Sports, Williams 
researched the NFL’s rules extensively, 
finding no regulations regarding hair; he plans 
to continue to keep his hair long and pink, 
showing underneath his Steelers helmet.
The fact that he was willing to go so far 
out of his way to find a loophole to honor a 
cause he deeply and passionately cares about 
says more than enough. Cancer is a year-long 
fight; awareness should be pursued for just as 
long. 
      OUT OF THE SHARKZONE  
UCLA kicker clears 60 
yard field goal
 Ka’imi Fairbairn, kicker 
for the UCLA Bruins, 
nailed a 60 yard field goal 
while playing against the 
California Golden Bears 
on Oct. 22. Fairbairn made 
the field goal attempt after 
receiving a five yard penalty 
for illegal procedure on 
the original 55 yard kick. 
Fairbairn’s field goal is the 
longest successful kick in 
school history, and was the 
second longest field goal in 
Pac-12 history, according to 
ESPN.
Blue Jackets fire Todd 
Richards, hire John 
Tortorella
Richards was replaced by 
Tortorella following a 0-7-0 
start for the Columbus Blue 
Jackets. Tortorella will coach 
the Blue Jackets until the 
2017-18 season after signing 
the three-year contract. 
Jarmo Kekalainen, general 
manager of the team, said 
in a statement that Tortorella 
is experienced and has a 
successful track record; he 
has a 446-375-115 record in 
936 games and was coach 
for the Tampa Bay Lightning 
when they won the 2004 
Stanley Cup.
Fred Jackson crashes 
Corvette leaving 
Seahawks practice facility
Jackson, running back 
for the Seattle Seahawks, 
reportedly crashed his 
Corvette into multiple 
traffic signs outside of 
the Seahawks’ practice 
facility in Renton, Wash. 
According the Renton 
Police Department, Jackson 
lost control of his car and 
crashed into a stop sign 
shortly after 5pm. Jackson 
will fined $175 for inattentive 
driving. Although the 
Corvette was significantly 
damaged, Jackson was not 
injured and is not expected 
to miss any games with the 
Seahawks. 
‘The Hulk’ retires
Australian UFC heavyweight 
Soa “The Hulk” Palelei, 37, 
has retired from competing 
in mixed martial arts after a 
13-year career, beginning in 
2002. On Twitter, the fighter 
said it was time for him to 
focus on “family and other 
career interests.” He has 
won 12 out of his last 14 
fights; his overall record is 
22-5, and 18 of those wins 
were TKOs or KOs.
ASU to add women’s 
lacrosse and women’s 
triathlon 
Arizona State University 
will add its third NCAA 
sport in the past year, 
women’s lacrosse, and 
also announced that it will 
add women’s triathlon. 
The two sports will be the 
university’s 24th and 25th 
varsity sports, following the 
addition of men’s ice hockey. 
ASU’s athletic director, Ray 
Anderson, previously said 
the addition of women’s 
lacrosse would fulfill the 
school’s Title IX obligation.
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By: Marie Ontivero
Beach Music by Alex G
Interested in independent music, 
emerging artists and new album releases? 
DJ Marie, music director at Radio X, 
will keep you updated every week in The 
Current on what’s new in the world of 
music. You can catch her on Monday nights 
from 6 to 9 p.m. on 88.5FM, bringing you 
new music you’re sure to love.
If you search for Alex G in Spotify, 
you will come across three artists with the 
same name; however, this Alex G., short 
for Giannascoli, definitely has a way of 
standing out, starting with his  90’s sound 
with hushed, yet high-pitched, raspy voice. 
The 22 year old, Philly native has released 
multiple LP’s, “Beach Music” being his 
7th, and is currently on tour in the UK, soon 
to be headed back into the states. In “Beach 
Music,” Alex G. uses grungy-alternative 
undertones, folk-rock vibes and a lot of 
guitar sound distortions. “Beach Music” 
consists of thirteen tracks, all recorded at 
different points and each it’s own entity. 
Despite this, the tracks do transition nicely 
into each other creating a well put-together 
album. This album was released on Oct. 9, 
just in time for those windy, chilly beach 
strolls.
Perfect if you like:  My Bloody Valentine 
and STRFKR
Favorite Tracks: “Bugs,” “Kicker,” and 
“Brite Boy”
SOUNDBITE
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“Beach Music” has a grungy-alternative tone with some folk-rock vibes. 
Celebrity political parties
By: Erin Herbert
      @erin_hebert
News headlines are constantly filled with 
two things: celebrities and politics. As the 2016 
election draws nearer, the two topics together are 
becoming increasingly more relevant. Everyone 
has a favorite celebrity whom they idolize, 
but, sometimes, when a celebrity reveals their 
political affiliation, their fans will embrace them 
or think, “Wow, really?” Celebrities’ affiliations 
span the entire political spectrum, and some 
party affiliations may be surprising. 
Britney Spears-Republican
Pop icon Britney Spears is a registered 
Republican and was known for supporting 
former President George Bush. Concerning 
Bush’s decisions with the war in Iraq, Spears 
reportedly said in a 2003 interview with CNN, 
“I think we should just trust our president in 
every decision that he makes, and we should 
just support that.” In the past, Spears has also 
let Republican representatives hold fundraisers 
during her concerts, such as her Washington 
D.C. concert in 2009, according to E! Online.
Clint Eastwood-Libertarian
Actor and director Clint Eastwood is no 
stranger to politics. According to the BBC, 
Eastwood was elected mayor of Carmel, 
California, by a landslide. Eastwood was 
formerly a registered Republican and typically 
supports conservative ideals concerning the 
economy, but he is much more liberal on 
environmental and social issues, according to 
a 2004 interview with USA Weekend. In 2009, 
Eastwood officially registered as a Libertarian, 
according to an interview with The Guardian. He 
told USA Weekend, “I like the libertarian view, 
which is to leave everyone alone,” describing his 
switch to the Libertarian party. 
50 Cent-Independent
50 Cent, the American rap superstar, has a 
background of supporting Republican candidates 
and ideals but has lost an interest in politics and 
now identifies as an Independent, according to 
Us Weekly. In a 2005 GQ interview, 50 Cent 
described George Bush as someone he looks 
up to. He has since changed his perception of 
President Bush and reportedly supported Hillary 
Clinton in the 2008 presidential race, according 
to CNN. He told the Daily Beast, “It’s Hillary 
time.”
Leonardo DiCaprio-Democrat
Although Leonardo DiCaprio doesn’t 
have a major interest the economical aspect of 
politics, DiCaprio’s Democratic views stem 
from his passion for environmental issues, 
according Us Weekly. According to opensecrets.
org, DiCaprio has donated over $82,000 to 
Democratic political campaigns since 2004. 
DiCaprio donated the bulk of that money to the 
campaigns of Barrack Obama, Hillary Clinton 
and the Democratic National Convention 
Service Corp.
Ben Affleck-Democrat
Ben Affleck is a big name in Hollywood 
and a longtime supporter of the Democratic 
Party. Affleck is a registered Democrat and has 
worked on the campaigns of Al Gore, Kerry 
Edwards and Barrack Obama, according to the 
Huffington Post. According to CNN, Affleck 
used his liberal ideals to help promote his 
humanitarian efforts in the Republic of Congo 
in 2010. 
Dwayne “the Rock” Johnson-Republican
Dwayne Johnson, known for his 
professional wrestling and acting careers, 
is a registered Republican. According to 
the Huffington Post, Johnson was invited 
to attend and speak at the 2009 Republican 
National Convention. Recently, Johnson has 
been distancing himself from politics and has 
demanded that his image be removed from Chris 
Christie’s campaign video, according to TMZ. 
As the election season continues, celebrities 
will continue to make their political views known 
and use their fame to influence the promotion 
of their favorite candidates. Celebrities are 
everywhere in politics, from Republican to 
Democrat and everything in between. 
PVA hosts annual Dance Concert
By: Jazmyn Brown
     
From Nov. 6 to 7, the Department of 
Performing and Visual Arts will present its 
annual Dance Concert, a collection of seven 
dance pieces performed by students, at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Rose and Alfred Miniaci Performing Arts 
Center. 
Augusto Soledade and Elana Lanczi, 
associate professors in the College of 
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences, are 
choreographers for the concert. Soledade 
and Lanczi also coordinate guest and student 
choreographers and organize the audition and 
production of the show. 
Soledade said each year, there are new 
choreographers and new work. A total of seven 
choreographers contributed to this year’s show. 
“There is always something different 
every year,” said Soledade. “It’s always a fresh 
experience.”
This year, two guest artists, Lazaro Godoy 
and Carlota Pradera, are collaborating with each 
other. They own a dance company in Miami.
“That’s something new,” Lanczi said. “We 
also have two students doing solos and one 
student doing a group work.”
Lanczi said attendees are going to see work 
that they probably haven’t seen before. 
“We have a really diverse program,” 
she said. “They’re going to see everything 
from hip-hop to modern to Afro-Brazilian to 
contemporary and experimental.” 
Shanygne Bitna, junior communication 
studies and dance major, said her piece 
exemplifies the Brazilian culture. 
“We’re at Carnival, the Brazilian festival, 
and, basically, there’s a star, a famous woman 
in Brazil, and we see her and we’re excited, 
and we’re just having fun and celebrating the 
Brazilian culture,” she said. 
Alonzo Williams, junior dance major, is 
performing a rhythm and blues piece called 
“Ephesians 5: Single, But Looking.” 
“This piece is essentially about my own 
personal life story,” Williams said. “In everyday 
life, there are temptations, [and the piece is 
about me] understanding that it’s better to live 
holy and pure and trusting that God will lead me 
to the right person.”
“In the movement itself, you will see the 
battle, but also the liberation,” he explained. “It’s 
better to battle those things rather fall victim to 
them; it’s better to be patient rather than rush it.”
Soledade said that it’s always been a 
priority to present to the university community 
the idea of how broad dance can really be. 
“So when we look to invite choreographers 
to work with us, we’re not interested in 
presenting just one specific style; we want to 
show a huge range of possibilities, so that people 
can find something that they identify with,” he 
said. “I feel there is a piece for anyone.”
Lanczi said the show presents a variety of 
works performed by students who are incredible 
dancers. 
“[The students are] really working so hard, 
so I think [attendees will] be excited to see 
their peers or colleagues on stage performing,” 
Lanczi said.
The audition for the Dance Concert, which 
was open to all NSU students, took place in 
September. Soledade said during the audition, 
the students were able to experience a little 
bit of each choreographer’s style. Then, the 
choreographers chose their cast. 
“The choreographers were looking for 
dancers they felt could work with their different 
styles, but they were all very willing to work 
with those students interested in expanding their 
knowledge of dance,” said Soledade. 
Williams said the concert is very different 
and interesting compared to other shows in the 
past. 
“You can’t expect anything specific,” 
he said. “You’re going to be surprised by the 
movement, the music and the message behind 
every piece.” 
Williams said Dance Concert is good for 
anyone looking for a relatable show. 
“It’ll be an enjoyable show, if you’re 
looking to connect with the heart,” said Williams.
Bitna said the audience can expect the show 
to be something that’s lively, fun, energetic, 
vibrant and very cultural.
“I hope that attendees like and enjoy 
[the show] and try to understand the cultural 
background behind it because it’s not just us 
shaking and having fun; it’s an experience, it’s 
somebody’s culture.”
On Nov. 4, the same week of Dance 
Concert, the Department of Performing and 
Visual Arts will celebrate Dance Awareness 
Day, an annual event at NSU from 9 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. to provide free dance classes to anyone 
interested.
“We were trying to make the week of the 
concert a week of dance experience, so people 
can come and take classes, then they can go 
and watch the show; they’ll be immersed in the 
dance world for that week,” Soledade said.
Tickets are required and are $5 for NSU 
students and $10 for non-students. To purchase 
tickets, call 954-262-8179.
Interested in news, writing, or photography? Stop by The Current’s weekly meetings on 
Tuesdays from noon-1 p.m. in the student affairs building, room 104. see you there!
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Streetlight Manifesto 
@Culture Room
7:30 PM
OCT 27 OCT 28 OCT 29 OCT 31 NOV 1 NOV 2
Taylor Swift 
@American Airlines 
Arena
7:30 PM
Demetri Martin Live in 
Concert 
@Parker Playhouse
8 PM
“So You Think You Can 
Dance” Tour 
@Adrienne Arsht Center
8 PM
Art After Dark
@Norton Museum of Art
5 PM 
Starry Night Thursdays 
@NSU Art Museum
8 PM
Saving Abel 
@Culture Room
6:30 PM
Off Shore Calendar
HalloWYN Block Party 
@Wynwood Art District
7 PM
Food Truck Rally  
@ArtsPark
5:30 - 9:30 PM
Florida Day of the Dead 
Celebration 
@Downtown Ft. Lauder-
dale
4 - 10 PM
Brewing up a unique cup of joeBy: Destinee A. Hughes
      @DestineeAHughes
Three teaspoons of sugar, two shots of 
espresso and one uniquely vintage coffee shop. 
The modestly discreet Brew Urban Coffee Shop 
is located in downtown Fort Lauderdale and 
resides in the hearts of camera-toting, book-
snuggling, coffee-and-tea-drinking devotees.   
Stepping into Brew, you’re welcomed into 
an old-fashioned living area, set with Victorian-
styled furniture, overlooked by a floor-to-ceiling 
wall full of vintage books. The coffee house is 
occupied by people working diligently on their 
MacBooks, reading attentively through novels 
and peacefully indulging in a warm cup of 
coffee. 
Everything, from the decadently mirrored 
bathroom to the antique chandelier hanging 
over the bar, exudes an aged yet trendy feel 
― especially the outside back area, which is 
adorned with colorful graffiti and comfortable 
couches. Becoming absorbed in the relaxed 
atmosphere is an easy task many coffee-drinking 
Fort Lauderdale natives share.
Brew makes an avid attempt to steer clear 
from the typical franchised coffee shop feel, 
and its unique qualities contribute to its easily 
distinguishable vibe. Brew’s innovative menu is 
tastefully handwritten within a set of gently used 
books. Choosing coffee at Brew is a journey 
of variety rather than a chore of selection. The 
caramel macchiato, vanilla affogato and honey 
cappuccino are just some of the menu options 
that help transform curious customers into 
returning regulars. 
Aside from being dedicated to its raw 
atmosphere, Brew also makes a conscious effort 
to appeal to its healthy consumers. They offer 
organic almond, soy and coconut milks, and 
even vegan and gluten fresh-baked goods. 
You not only enjoy the perfect cup of coffee 
at Brew, but also the skill of a well-trained barista 
with latte art talent. Almost every warm drink 
is aesthetically served with delicate drawings. 
Anything from intricate leaves to simple hearts 
can be found in Brew’s warm cups. Though 
these skillfully drawn images appear peacefully 
placed, disturbing them with the desire to enjoy 
a lightly-flavored caffeinated drink is highly 
expected. The distinct hints of lavender, vanilla, 
caramel and other aromas permeate from the 
coffee mug and infiltrate the taste buds of the 
hankered individual. Every sip of coffee at Brew 
is a nostalgic reminder of the lost appreciation of 
art, culture and coffee. 
Not only does Brew create an amazing 
environment for coffee, but they also make 
an effort to support local Fort Lauderdale 
businesses. Root + Leaf fresh natural pressed 
juice is sold here as well C&I design studio 
apparel. And they also host a fun-filled movie 
night every Tuesday from 6 to 10 p.m. 
 Brew Urban Coffee House has the 
perfect atmosphere for anyone who enjoys a 
rustic aura accompanied by a personalized cup of 
coffee. Despite the success of franchised coffee 
shops that are praised ubiquitously throughout 
South Florida, Brew is one of the few places that 
embraces the subculture coffee shops have lost. 
Between the unique use of books, gifted baristas 
and creative space, Brew proves in more ways 
than one that it’s brewing up something a bit 
more special than a cup of coffee. 
Staff Picks: Facing film fears
By: The Current Staff
      
Whether new releases are hitting the 
theaters, or TV networks are reliving decades 
of horror through classic movies, it’s difficult 
to avoid being petrified during this sinful 
season. However, while we’re bombarded with 
frightening movies, some awaken a level of 
fear in us that’s just too much to handle. And, 
sleeping with one eye open isn’t exactly a great 
way to enjoy the grim holiday. Here is a list of 
the scariest movies The Current staff has ever 
seen.
Nicole Cocuy, co-editor-in-chief, said “The 
Impossible” (2013)
Yes, “The Impossible” is not a scary movie 
featuring fictional monsters or creepy ghosts, 
but something about horrific, disastrous events 
that occur in real life gives me nightmares. This 
film, based on a true story, follows a family’s 
idyllic tropical vacation in Thailand as a 
devastating tsunami turns their trip to paradise 
into a terrifying trip from hell. It may not be 
labelled officially as a thriller or horror film, but 
“The Impossible” is filled with enough gore and 
suspense to make you rethink a trip to the pacific 
islands. After all, reality is scarier than fiction. 
Jazmyn Brown, copy editor, said “Texas 
Chainsaw Massacre” (1974)
Hands down, out of the few horror flicks 
I’ve actually been able to sit through, the 1974 
“Texas Chainsaw Massacre” movie has scarred 
me the most, with its carnage and cannibalism. 
I don’t know if it’s Leatherface’s grotesque face 
or the fact that he’s based on a real-life murderer, 
but I can’t hear the bloodcurdling sound of a 
chainsaw without my soul leaving my body a 
little. The film’s gory plot line traumatized me, 
and it’s one of many reasons I can’t stand the 
horror/thriller genre. I have not seen the 2003 
version, for obvious reasons. 
Carli Lutz, chief of visual design, said “The 
Midnight Meat Train” (2008)
It is definitely the scariest movie I’ve seen. 
The movie follows a New York photographer, 
played by Bradley Cooper, who wants to 
catch a serial killer whose victims are subway 
commuters that travel late at night. This killer 
keeps his past victims hung up like meat in the 
back of the train. I can only imagine how bad 
it smells on the train. The movie is so gory 
that it will make even the biggest horror fans 
uncomfortable.
Amanda Kaplan, multimedia manager, said 
“Case 39” (2009)
One of the scariest movies I have ever 
seen, that I will never forget is “Case 39.” The 
main character, Emily Jenkins, played by Renee 
Zellweger, is a social worker and has dealt with 
hundreds of different cases. She thought she had 
seen everything until she met a 10-year-old girl 
named Lilith and her crazy and mean parents. 
The parents try to hurt their daughter and Emily 
decides she will take custody of Lilith while 
trying to find her a foster family. As the movie 
continues, Emily finds out that Lilith is not such 
an innocent child, and maybe her parents weren’t 
that crazy after all. I still remember exact scenes 
and quotes from it from only watching it once 
four years ago, and I don’t think I will ever 
forget them. If you want a scary, thriller movie 
with a plot twist, I would definitely watch this 
one.
Destinee A. Hughes, arts & entertainment 
editor, said “Leprechaun” (1993)
I am absolutely the worst person to watch 
a scary movie with. I act like I can handle the 
horror then once the movie is over I sleep with 
all the lights on, under the covers, attached to 
whoever I watched the movie with. While I fake 
my bravery, the one movie I refuse to watch is 
Leprechaun. This movie turned my innocent 
childhood into a time of terror. I was convinced 
he [Leprechaun] lived in the deep dark depths 
of my parent’s walk-in closet, and no one could 
tell me otherwise. I still have extremely vivid 
memories of the nightmares I had when I was 
younger about him. So, with that being said, one 
of the scariest movies I’ve ever seen, was and 
will always be Leprechaun.
Roddia Paul, opinions editor, said “Hide & 
Seek” (2005)
Looking back on this film as a sophomore 
in college I can’t believe how scared this film 
made me. I can still picture my nine-year-old-
self clinching my brother’s arm as I fearfully 
watched this film. Between the anticipation of 
the truth behind Emily’s mother’s death and 
finding out who her imaginary friend was real, 
I think I still have nightmares of Charlie. I’ll 
admit I have had a love for horror films since 
I was a young girl and out of every horror film 
I’ve ever seen this is definitely on my top 5 
scariest. The story line alone screams suspense 
from the opening scene and as the story unravels 
you can’t help but sit on the edge of your seat. 
Erin Herbert, sports editor, said “Dead 
Silence” (2007)
There is honestly nothing creepier than 
ventriloquist dummies. Make an hour and half 
long film about said dummies, and I’m terrified. 
Dead Silence follows the murder spree of an 
evil spirit and her beloved collection of dolls, 
which have come to life to help their master.  I’m 
honestly not a fan of horror films and I’m still 
not sure how my friends convinced me to watch 
Dead Silence, but between the gore and creepy 
dolls, it is without a doubt the scariest movie 
I’ve ever seen.
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By: Jazmyn Brown
The ubiquitous banana spiders around 
NSU’s main campus in Davie, Florida, have 
fully integrated with the human population. 
These spiders will play the roles of president, 
administrative staff, academic advisors, 
professors, roommates and classmates, to name 
a few.
The integration of human-sized spiders 
into the NSU community is part of a city-wide 
plan to accept individuals of all races, creeds and 
species. 
What started as innocent webs intricately 
spun in every possible nook and cranny of the 
school’s trees has now become a full-fledged 
reign of terror, as the spiders’ distinctly non-
human appearances and mannerisms are as off-
putting as they are frightening.
 An announcement came from the new 
president’s office.
“It pleases me as spider president that we 
can work toward a more cohesive relationship 
with humans,” said the president. “Really, 
do not be afraid of us. It’s not like we’re that 
closely related to dinner-plate-sized, bird-eating 
arachnids in South America.”
Students are urged to respect their new 
spider comrades, as they are completely 
harmless. 
“I just can’t help but think that my new 
arachnid boyfriend just wants to eat me,” said 
Terra Fied, junior environmental studies major. 
“I’ve studied spiders before, and his appetite is 
just not normal. I can’t help but feel like I’m a fly 
caught in a web when we’re alone.”
Several individuals find it difficult to 
acclimate to having spiders as peers. 
“He does not respect my personal space,” 
said Scar DeCat, freshman biology major, 
about his new eight-legged roommate Danny 
Longlegs, freshman legal studies major. “His 
spindly legs really creep me out, he took over 
more than his half of the room, there are webs 
everywhere, and I keep finding dead things on 
the floor.”
DeCat also said that his new roommate 
is as intimidating as Longlegs’ smaller, albeit 
hand-sized, tree-dwelling cousins.
Along with forcing students to coexist with 
spiders, the president also said that students who 
do not pay all tuition and fees prior to the start of 
each term are warned that there will be stricter 
punishments than account holds.
“I owed about $350 dollars, and I found 
my door covered in webs and what I think was a 
mangled arm,” an anonymous residential student 
said. “I’m not sure if it was human or animal. I 
don’t know if I like that the spider mafia is in 
charge now.”
The spiders have also replaced Chartwells’ 
staff.
“I just hope they wash all eight of their 
hands,” said Marc Howard, sophomore marine 
biology major.
NSU students have yet to come to a 
conclusion regarding the benefits of the city’s 
decision to accept spiders into the human 
population.
“Yeah, I have my own ‘Spider Man,’ but 
didn’t his chick end up dead?” Fied said.
But one thing is certain: spiders are a cost-
effective solution to pest control. 
“On the bright side, I haven’t seen any 
more roaches in my room,” DeCat said.
Seriously Kidding
a satire column
City of Davie welcomes abnormally large 
spiders 
Miley Cyrus: Why we love to hate her
By: Chantel Grant
     
She was Disney’s poster child and 
America’s sweetheart, which is why no one 
could foresee her dramatic transformation. 
One day, Miley Cyrus emerged as a tongue-
swinging, tattooed, teddy bear-loving bad girl of 
Hollywood, and we hated her. The type of hate 
we harbor for Miley is unlike any other. 
We are used to seeing Disney kids go sour. 
We lived through the meltdowns of Britney 
Spears, and the rise of the Kardashians taught us 
one could become famous by doing nothing. So 
why is Miley’s hate so potent? Why do we gag 
at the mention of her name but tune in to see her 
perform? Why do we love to hate Miley?
Well, Miley Cyrus became a household 
name after her debut on Disney’s hit show, 
“Hannah Montana.” The widely-watched series 
gave us a quirky, horse riding, barbeque loving 
Tennessean, with that infamous down-South 
attitude and accent. 
Unfortunately, that is how the world came 
to recognize young Miley; she would forever 
be engrained in our hearts as that “Disney” 
girl. Parents wanted their kids to be like her, 
kids wanted to be like her, and I can imagine 
that some adults wished their lives were as 
interesting as hers. We were fully invested in 
“Hannah Montana,” but while we obsessed and 
adored Hannah, we ignored the fact that Hannah 
Montana was merely a figment of some writer’s 
imagination. 
The problem is that when we idolize 
characters, we forget that the person being 
portrayed on screen might be nothing like 
the actor. Cyrus noticed this as an adolescent 
and started to separate herself from her TV 
personality through her music with songs like 
“Party in the U.S.A.,” and “Can’t be Tamed.” 
The content of these songs were slightly unlike 
Cyrus’ TV persona, but we adjusted and pegged 
her peculiar behavior to your typical teenage 
rebellious “phase.” The thing with phases is that 
they aren’t supposed to last, but with the release 
of even raunchier songs and videos such as “We 
Can’t Stop” and “Wrecking Ball,” it became 
clear that what Cyrus was going through was 
not a phase. It was a transformation. The crux of 
this transformation occurred at the 2013 VMAs. 
Her crotch-grabbing antics were gag worthy, but 
it also planted a seed of hate in our hearts for the 
young Miley.
One reason is that no matter how much hate 
you throw her way, there is one undeniable truth; 
Miley Cyrus is full of talent. The girl can sing. 
Her raspy voice over any beat never falls short 
of melodic, coupled with the fact that she writes 
many of her songs. This means that not only is 
she talented, but also somewhere underneath all 
the shenanigans is a girl with a brain. Miley does 
not have to do any of these gimmicks. She does 
not have to grab her crotch or wave her tongue 
around for us to notice her. It is annoying. It’s 
almost like having that one friend who wears 
too much make-up when she really is naturally 
beautiful, and all that make-up is unnecessary 
and makes her look old. Yes, Miley Cyrus 
evokes that same kind of annoyance. It’s such a 
waste; showing up to a red carpet almost naked 
grabs our attention the first time you do it, but 
doing it again and again screams desperation.
We are tired of Miley’s antics. It is hard 
to believe that her tongue has not dried up yet; 
seeing it out there all the time sure is tiring to 
watch. It’s like seeing Kim Kardashian naked 
now ― it means nothing and is actually expected. 
So when Miley shows up to a red carpet with a 
homeless guy as her date and sticks her tongue 
out, with the usual rated M for mature attire, we 
expect it, and it’s boring now. But the fact that it 
is boring and expected still doesn’t explain why 
we refuse to stop talking about her, so what else 
is there?
Well, there is the possibility that we are 
giving Miley the tough love treatment. Maybe 
if we hate her enough, she’ll wake up one day 
and realize that she doesn’t have to do this. But 
the real reason we love to hate Miley is that 
she killed our beloved Hannah Montana. As a 
parent, how do you explain Cyrus’s behavior 
to a young girl who adored the actress? If you 
grew up adoring Hannah, which most of us did, 
naturally, a hate for Cyrus’ recent behavior will 
emerge. 
Our passionate hatred of Miley Cyrus 
spawns from the fact that she single-handedly 
killed Hannah Montana. We loved Hannah, 
we aspired to be Hannah, and she was our all-
American teen, and one day Cyrus decided to 
take that away from us. It is heartbreakingly sad, 
and where there is sadness, resentment is never 
far behind. No-one wants to talk about Hannah 
Montana because all that conversation will lead 
to is how much of disappointment Miley has 
become. 
The most painful part about it is that the 
tongue-swinging Cyrus is overly nonchalant 
about her transformation. Maybe, if we saw that 
she cared about the millions of hearts she broke, 
then our hate would morph into understanding. 
But no. Every opportunity she gets, she does her 
absolute best to make us regret any and every 
second we wasted staring at the TV, waiting for 
Hannah to make our day. 
So this love-to-hate relationship we have 
with Cyrus is quite simple; we loved Hannah 
Montana, and we hate Cyrus for killing her. 
Furthermore, salvation can never come too late, 
and so hating Cyrus is only temporary until she 
finally stops acting like an erratic 12-year-old. 
Then we can all rediscover our love for Cyrus. 
Until then, we will continue to watch because, 
let’s face it, watching someone you adore is fun, 
but watching a train wreck is pure entertainment. 
So, even though society will continue to hate 
Cyrus, we will tune in because nothing brings a 
society together like pure old hatred.
My professor is red hot 
By: Roddia Paul
As students prepare for winter term, many 
dread deciding which professors to choose 
for their upcoming classes. After eliminating 
the scheduling issue, it all comes down to 
“Which professor do I think will enhance my 
performance?” If you haven’t discovered the 
Holy Grail of professor selection, I think you 
should put your Facebook to rest and type 
ratemyprofessor.com into your browser. 
Rate My Professor often gets a bad rep 
for being a website used by students with 
poor academic performance to rant about their 
professors when, in reality, it’s is much more 
than that. Not only do students get to rate or view 
ratings of previous and potential professors, but 
this site also gives student’s information on 
the top schools, scholarship opportunities and 
school-related blogs. 
If you’ve ever visited the site, then 
you’re familiar with the different categories 
used to average the professor’s total rating. 
Each professor is rated for every course they 
teach on their helpfulness, clarity easiness and 
overall hotness. Students also leave comments 
explaining why they rated the professors the 
way they did. What is helpful about this site is 
that students who are registering for a course 
that may be difficult can use this site to choose 
a professor whose teaching style will ensure 
their understanding of the material and overall 
success in the course. 
Although the rating and comments left by 
previous students are based on their individual 
experiences, oftentimes, a correlation between 
a course’s true nature and ratings can be seen. 
Hence, if the majority of the ratings for a 
particular course are similar in response, then we 
have to believe that there is some truth to those 
ratings. It’s not a coincidence that a professor 
consistently has low ratings from multiple 
students. 
I know it probably seems silly to put all of 
your faith for your course selection in a website, 
but you put everything else onto the web, so why 
not some faith? Plus, if you’re anything like me, 
you know the importance of a good professor. 
A good professor, who is unfortunately hard 
to find, is someone who can make just about 
anything fun and understandable. 
Many times, in higher level courses, 
students find it hard to maintain a high average 
because they are not able to effectively self-teach. 
We know the higher you climb the ladder of 
education, the less involved you can expect your 
professor to be. However, students should still 
be able to rely on their professors for guidance. 
Rate My Professor is one more reassurance 
that students will not have to completely self-
teach themselves material that they are paying 
to learn because this site helps students choose 
the professor they think will be most compatible 
with their individual learning style. 
If saving you from doomsday, professor 
edition, was not enough, this site has a lot 
of helpful information for both current 
and upcoming college attendees. Through 
this website, students can view upcoming 
scholarships, apply and sign up to receive 
alerts via text message. Students can also read 
about various universities and find out what the 
highest-rated schools are and why. This could be 
helpful for a student who is currently deciding 
on where to attend or considering transferring. 
For entertainment purposes, Rate My Professor 
has a section called RMP BUZZ that talks about 
things students can relate to, such as summer 
courses and anticipating graduation.
Professors are known for giving 
constructive criticism, and I’d like to think that 
Rate My Professor is just that. This site can help 
a professor improve their teaching techniques 
because comments are anonymous, so students 
are more likely to be honest. The security of 
being anonymous gives these comments a 
little more validity. So when a professor talks 
negatively about a site that is so beneficial to 
student success, it screams, “I have a low rating, 
and I am upset about it.” Cry me a river. The 
comments are not just for students to read; 
professors should make it their business to 
read the comments. If multiple people are in 
agreement, whether it is a positive or negative 
comment, professors should take note. 
If all else fails, Rate My Professor is a great 
site because it’s better to be safe than sorry, any 
day. Plus, when it comes to  choosing between a 
professor with a red hot chili pepper rating and 
one that’s lukewarm, I’d like it red hot, please.  
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SHARK SPEAK
Why did you choose NSU?
“I chose NSU due to its proximity to my 
home compared to my former institution, 
New College of Florida in Sarasota. 
More importantly, I value the practicality 
and business-focused classes. Well, a 
scholarship also helped in my decision.”
 - Paula Munera, sophomore political 
science major
“I chose NSU because of its small class 
sizes, ability to build relationships with faculty 
and the dual admission and honors program 
opportunities.”
 - Hannah Dean, sophomore biology major
I chose NSU because of its beautiful location 
and weather in South Florida, combined with 
the great reviews of the school itself.”
 - Karen Chandler, sophomore exercise and 
sports science major
“I chose NSU because of the master’s 
program and the basketball program.”
 - Ida Krogh, master’s in business 
administration student
“I chose NSU because I wanted to be able 
to attend one of the best medical schools 
for physician assistant programs, while re-
maining close to home.There’s other schools 
nearby like Barry and St. Thomas, but none of 
them interested me like NSU”. 
 - Jason Shaw, junior biology major
“I chose NSU because of the rigorous 
academics, beautiful campus and the family 
environment.”
 - Emily Stoicovy, freshman biology major
“I chose NSU because everything I saw 
online before coming here seemed perfect.”
 - Henry Koenig, sophomore computer 
science major
#ImNotAFruitBy: Destinee A. Hughes      @DestineeAHughes
Apples, bananas and pears are all healthy 
fruits – until they’re being compared to a 
woman’s body type. 
A woman who is tall and slender like 
a banana is told to minimize her height and 
enhance her curves. A woman who is short and 
curvy like an apple is told to minimize her curves 
and enhance her height. For a woman who is 
neither, her body type doesn’t exist. For years, 
women have been scrutinized about the shape 
of their body and how to dress according to it. 
Society has successfully managed to convince 
us that our beautifully unique silhouettes fall 
into four predetermined categories. You’re either 
a flawed fruit or the perfect hourglass patiently 
waiting for someone to flip you over to start the 
new cycle of a body-appreciating movement.
Open any women’s fashion magazine, and 
you will expose a world full of contradicting 
categories. Face shapes, eye sizes, hair types and 
body figures are among the many determinants 
that decide the categories that women feel 
obligated to place themselves in, all while 
attempting to express their individuality. Based 
on these individuality suppressors, it seems that 
in today’s world, individuality means complying 
to a fixed set of rules and regulations that spark 
the insecurities in us all. Categorizing women 
into groups based on specific body types 
produces the ongoing problem of body image 
issues. The unspoken awareness that one group 
is the prototype for perfection is highly evident 
in what society perceives as beautiful. Women 
with almond eyes, heart-shaped faces, long, 
thick hair and hourglass shapes are preferred 
compared to other physiques according to the 
images that have been portrayed immensely 
throughout history in movies, magazines and 
other forms of media. Celebrities such as 
Beyoncé, Kim Kardashian and Sofia Vergara are 
highly praised for their hourglass figures, while 
others like Melissa McCarthy, Lena Dunham 
and Adele are criticized for their full apple 
figures. Why is one shape better than the other, 
and more importantly, who is determining these 
standards? 
Body image insecurities affect women 
in the most detrimental ways. Beginning at an 
early age, young girls are expected to look a 
certain way based off of what they see in the 
media. Instead of being taught to embrace their 
natural-born bodies, they’re taught to compare 
themselves to an unrealistic idea perfection. This 
idea promotes eating disorders like anorexia 
and bulimia, as well as mental health issues 
such as body dysmorphic disorder. Society 
has created the idea that women’s bodies exist 
solely for physical beauty, completely ignoring 
the mysticism that comes along with the true 
intentions of the female anatomy. The shape, size 
and height of a woman’s body has absolutely 
nothing to do with the ability to give birth, so our 
body shapes should be the least of this growing 
society’s concerns.
Whether it’s the size of our waists, the 
curve of our hips or the bountifulness of our 
busts, we’re constantly being told that whatever 
we have is not good enough. When society 
understands the true meaning of a women’s 
body and is able to accept our individuality 
as a form of beauty rather than stigma to be 
ashamed of, then it will understand the true 
meaning of flawlessness. We are not apples, 
we are appealing. We are not bananas, we are 
beautiful. Most importantly, we are not pears, 
we are perfect.
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America Reads Tutor-(OFF10)
Job ID: 4927
Hours: 10 hrs./week to 25 hrs./
week
Rate: $13/hour
Work with children and help 
children read well in Broward 
County elementary schools.
America Counts Tutor-
(OFF26)
Job ID: 4928
Hours: 10 hrs./week to 25 hrs./
week
Rate: $13/hour
Help improve the math skills 
of children in Broward County 
elementary schools.
Senior Student Assistant/ 
Academic Technical 
Support-(002)
Job ID: 4473
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Rate: $11/hour
Provide telephone technical 
support to the NSU computing 
community. Collect and record 
specific information regarding 
user requests and problems. 
Dispatch problem reports to 
appropriate personnel.
Student Assistant - East 
Campus, Ft. Lauderdale-(910)
Job ID: 4790
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Rate: $11/hour
Operate telephone switchboard 
to route, receive and place 
calls to all campus locations. 
Disseminate information to 
callers on NSU programs 
of study, events and special 
advertisements. Place and track 
long distance calls for internal 
NSU customers. On occasional 
basis, attend divisional and 
NSU sponsored meetings and 
instructional workshops. Other 
duties as assigned. Supervisor 
will provide more detailed job 
description.
Section Editor-(423)
Job ID: 4575
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Rate: $9.50/hour
Oversee the assignment and 
production of specific section 
in the university student-run 
newspaper.  Edit all copy for 
section contributing writers. 
Build/maintain collaborative 
relationship across campus.
Administrative 
Student Assistant 
(Development)-(1144)
Job ID: 5458
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Rate: $11/hour
The Administrative Student 
Assistant for the Development 
Director of will be responsible 
for providing clerical and 
administrative support, 
including composing draft 
and final documents and 
correspondence; preparing, 
distributing and filing 
correspondence; maintaining 
a filing system; managing 
the calendar; organizing, 
scheduling and coordinating 
meetings.
Clerical Assistant-(103)
Job ID: 4528
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Rate: $10/hour
Provide backup support when 
staff is on lunch breaks, absences, 
vacations. General typing of 
correspondence, memos, or 
reports. Photocopying and 
filing. Organize, assemble 
and prepare mailings and/
or materials for events and 
meetings. Complete projects 
as required for special events 
including preparation on day of 
event. Assist with maintaining 
and coordinating records. Other 
duties as assigned.
Student Library Assistant 
(Public Services)-Job #45
Job ID: 4494
Hours: 15 hrs./week to 20 
hrs./week
Rate: $9/hour
Provide assistance at the 
Circulation Desk and Public 
Services department, which 
could include opening and 
closing the Law Library.
Administrative Student 
Assistant-(1143)
Job ID: 5568
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Rate: $8.50/hour
Maintain updated student 
and staff records, assist in 
coordination of meal programs, 
participate in staff meetings, 
record-keeping and support the 
distribution of parent notices, 
school calendars and school 
related events.  
Student Research 
Assistant-(353)
Job ID: 5265
Hours: 20 hrs./week
Rate: $10/hour
Assist faculty with various 
research projects.  Provide 
clerical and research support 
to undergraduate and graduate 
business programs.  Tasks 
include data collection, 
analyzing data, data entry, 
filing.  Phones.  General office 
work, other duties as assigned.
Graduate Research 
Assistant-(1142)
Job ID: 5623
Hours: 0 hrs./week to 20 hrs./
week
Rate: $10/hour
1.Carry out a designed program 
of research under the supervision 
of a designated Oceanographic 
Center Faculty member, Research 
Scientist or Principal Investigator.
2.Work on and contribute to 
collaborative research teams.
3.Perform the following major 
duties that include but are not 
limited to:
a.Conducting data analysis and 
computations
b.Collecting/cataloging of field 
and/or laboratory samples
c.Creating various reports based 
upon data results
4.Other duties as assigned.
Graduate Assistant - Systems 
Management-(522)
Job ID: 4913
Hours: 20 hrs./week 
Rate: $10/hour
Analyze and resolve both simple 
and complex computer problems. 
Provide effective, courteous and 
timely responses to requests for 
service. Interact with library 
staff on the phone, in person, 
and via electronic mail. Maintain 
confidentiality and integrity of 
information, and physical security 
of systems. Integrate clients’ 
desktop systems. Maintain 
database and report activities 
of tracking and responses to 
service requests. Document work 
activities thoroughly.
